— — —2—— — 


—— —2—C 


= N - — _ 
— — Wren IE — EDT — 


, , — 
papy; n 


— LG... —_— 


. 


HP | - 8 
4 2 
3 - >| < 
— 0 N 
FCC O . 
2 [z] 3 1 2 
2 * | ka, - | | 
92 rel 8 8 2 2 — 
* — < 0 MN wi — 
— :.. 2» 
| ET © — 
| i 3 A 
| * > . | 
> d . — | 
2 ; 


HI 


| P 

| EM 

. | A 
h The 

8 The | 
ADI 


1 


Printec 


Su! 


INTERESTING 
HISTORICAL EVENTS, 


Relative to the 


' PROVINCES or BENGAL, 
AND THE 


EMPIRE or INDOSTAN, 
"W 1 3-2 | 
A Seaſonable HinT and Pzrswasrye 
To the Honourable | ER. 
The CounT of DixtcToORS of the 
EAST INDIA COMPANY, 
A S A LSO | | 
The My THOLoGyY and Cos mMocony, FasTs 


and FESTIVALS of the GznTod's, 
followers of the SHASTAH. 


AND 


commonly, though erroneoufly, called the 
PyTHAGOREAN Doctrine. 


By J. Z. HOLWELL, Eſq; 


— — 


PART II. 


| L 0 N oO #: 
Printed for T. BECEKET and P. A. DE HonDrT, near 
Surry-Street, in the Strand, MDCCLXVII. 


A Diss ER TAT ION on the METEMPSYCHOSIS, 


. ON APIS <a 
— TT 2 - 


— 
— 


yea ˙ ů⸗ůꝙ—⁵«viʒ —B ſ 
7 © 2 — 


1 = 
— — —— — co. — 


8 4 — -— WV 
N 1 — . 2 2 5 . 
= < <0," Es 5 * ———— 
th WII — 2 3 X 
— — — = — = 
2 . — . 
82 — . BE Rr or Sw: 
r Sac DPD 2 . * * — 
— —— 
_ $a yo gs er te. 


T0 THE MOST NOBLE 


DUKE AND EARL OF | 
0RTHUMBERLAND; 


EARL PE RC Y; 


iRON WARKWORTH OF 
WARKWORTH CASTLE; 


DLIEUTENANT AND CUSTOS Ro- 
0RUM OF THE COUNTIES OF MIDDLE- 
iND NOR THUMBERLAND, OF THE 
| AND LIBERTY OF WESTMINSTER, - 
% THE TOWN AND COUNTY OF 

TOWN OF NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE; 
ADMIRAL OF ALL AMERICA, AND 
HE COUNTY OF NORTHUMBER- 
D ONE OF THE LORDS OF HIS MA- 
I'S MOST HONOR ABLE PRIVY COUN- 
NIGHT OF THE MOST NOBLE 
[R OF THE GARTER; AND FELLOW 
OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY. 


YLORD, 
is with equal deference and 
kafure that I ſubmit the follow- 
| formance to your Grace's pe- 
ruſal; 


DEDICA TION. 


ruſal; being perſuaded you will n 
think it altogether unworthy of yo 

notice from the important, but u 
common ſubject it treats upon, N 
ther do I apprehend you will ti 
my inducement to this work an u 
becoming one, when J tell y. 
Grace my intention was to reſcuet 
originally untainted manners, and 
ligious worſhip of a very anci 
people from groſs miſrepreſentat hl 


I thought it moſt unjuſt that xptab) 
wiſdom and tenets of Brxawan Wwe: 
the ancient BRAMINs ſhould be lo phate 
diſgraced by the ſtrange innovat 
and practices of their modern 
thren; for from theſe unwo 
ſucceſſors alone have been dill 
nated the general accounts whic 
are hitherto made acquainted W. 


the theology of theſe people. 


DEDICATION. 
Hence it is that although the wiſ⸗ 
Wn of the Eaſtern ſages has been 
oerbially famous, yet we find them 
preſented to us, in moſt relations, 
arace, from the beginning, equally 
dulous and ignorant. From ſuch 
putations J have endeavoured to 
dicate them; not by labored apo- 
ges, but by a ſimple diſplay of 
er primitive theology, which I 
vuld willingly hope cannot but be 
eptable to the public, in ſo in- 
ilitive and learned an age as this. 


MW Vhatever ſmall degree of appro- 
Win my imperfect labors may ob- 
from the world, I reſt aſſured it 
| applaud my choice of a patron 
whoſe judgement and candor I 
ccurely rely; as being a perſon- 
f whoſe exalted titles are rendered 
more 


——— — 
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more reſplendent by the amiable i 


* 


DEDICATION. 
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tues and qualities that adorn them 
Virtues | which have endeared h 


ike to prince and people. 
alike to prince * He Rel, 
J have the honor to ſubſcii 
myſelf, ; 
8 ye Tea: IN 
My Lord Duke, 
* | I 
1 | 
Your Grace's moſt obedien head, 
hae; | 7 1 nal pris 
Ne be Gento, 
and moſt humble ſerv; bd diſcut 
lonials, a 
r labor 
diffuſe, 
 Brama} 
Im; in 
Beenham Houſe, Berks, it lingul: 
Nov. iſt, 1766, fological 
; War cau; 
e; thou 


litution. 
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RN BY BW 
The Religious Tenets of the Gentoos, followers 
of the Shaftah of Bramabh. 
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INTRODUCTION. 
E have already premiſed, that in the 
proſecution of this our fourth gene- 
ul head, we ſhould touch only on the ori- 


inal principal tenets of theſe ancient people 


e Centoos; for were we to penetrate into, 
ad diſcuſs the whole of their modern cere- 
nals, and complicated modes of worſhip; 
r labor would be without end : theſe are 
diffuſe, as the ancient fundamental tenets 
 Bramah are ſhort, pure, ſimple and uni- 

m; in this predicament the Gentoos are 

t ſingular, as the original text of every 

rological ſyſtem, has, we preſume, from a 

nilar cauſe, unhappily undergone the ſame 

e; though at firſt promulged as a divine 

itution, > 


Fart II, B We 


lA): 

We ſhall not ſay much regarding the an. WM petio 
tiquity of theſe people; nor ſhall we amuſe this e 
ourſelves with the reveries of chronologers Ml allegi 
and hiſtorians; who have labored to fix with Nga! 
precifion (though not two of them agree in tamil 

opinion) the various migrations after the their 
flood: it ſhall ſuffice for our purpoſe, tha and tl 
by their own ſhewing, Intloſtan was as of thi, 
early peopled, as moſt other parts of the that t] 
known world. 


But 

The firſt invaders of this empire, found of Ale 

the inhabitants a potent, opulent, civilized record 
wile, and learned people; united under on and G 
head, and one uniform profeſſion of diving} "* do 
worſhip ; by the fundamental principles 0 yet we 
which, they were precluded communication the gre 
and ſocial converſe, with the reſt of mankind} yet, th 
and theſe invaſions firſt made them a walt than t. 
. alſo. Greek : 

| tion of 
© Alexander the Great, invaded them i and kin 
Tater times, and found them in the fa hiſtoria: 
ftate; and though it ſhould ſeem, frog the lea 
Arrian's and Quintus Curtius's hiſtory of thi knguaę 
Prince's expeditions, that the different prinſſ ne the 
cipalities he conquered, were independat and alt} 
kingdoms, and governed by independaſi bry wa 
Kings and Princes; yet the Gentoo records i ure car 
| 3 and Banaras ſhew, that at th ention 


Pel 10 


period, and much later, all the principalities of 
this empire, were in ſubjection to, and owned 
allegiance to one head, ſtiled the Mhaahah 
Rajah of Indoſtan ; a Prince of the Sugcadit 
family, {aid to be lineally deſcended from 
their great Prince and Legiſlator Bramah ; 


of this ſacred family (as the Gentoos call it) 
that the Razahs aſſumed an independency. 


But it did not ſufficiently ſooth the vanity 
of Alexander, nor that of his hiſtorians, to 
record his conqueſts of a few petty Rajahs 
and Governors of *provinces ; and though 
ve do not conteſt the fact of that invaſion, 
yet we think ourſelves juſtified in concluding 
the greateſt part of its hiſtory is fabulous; 
yet, that it claims greater credit and belief, 


Greek and Latin conſtruction and termina- 
tion of the names, and places, of the Princes 
andkingdomsof Indetan, ſaid by Alexander's 
hiſtorians to be conquered by him ; bear not 
the leaft analogy or idiom of the Gentoo 


one the leaſt converſant in it can teſtify ; 
and although the ground work of their hiſ- 
tory was founded on fact, yet the ſuperſtruc- 
ture carries ſtrongly the ſemblance of in- 
rention and romance: And he who is ac- 

B 2 quainted 


and that it was not until after the extinction 


than thoſe of Bacchus and Seſeſtris : the 


language, either ancient or modern; as any 


— " 
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($1 
quainted with this empire, and can give ful | 
credit to thoſe legends, may upon as juſt | 
a foundation believe Alexander to have been 
the ſon of Jupiter Ammon; or, with 9, 


Curtius, that the Ganges opened into the 
Red ſea. | 


more fan 
tenets as 
ate of t 


The { 
rs exp 
poſſibili 
ge of a 
) attain 


The annals of the Gentobs, give teſtimony 
of Alexander's invaſion; where he is record- 


ed under the epithets, of Mhaahah Dut- 
koyt, ( Kooneah, a moſt mighter robber and 


murderer; but they make not any mention {ſn from 
of a Porus, nor of any name that has the }WMiwerle 
ſmalleſt ion or likeneſs to it; and yet believ 
the action between Alexander and this ima- vers 

ginary King Porus, has been pompouſſy ex- perfe 


ud enab 
grelig1on 
can 1 
ii munic⸗ 


hibited, by the hiſtorians of the former, and 
Has 1 afforded ſubject matter for re- 
preſentations, that do the higheſt honour to 
the art and genius of man. 


The liberty we have taken with theſe ſo Neuchin 
long celebrated hiſtorians, may ſeem to our Ne trea 
readers to be foreign to our ſubject, but in ¶ in ſu 
the end we hope it will appear otherwiſe; be $4. 
when they find that theſe authors have as an 
(either from their own fertile inventions, or Ver pre 
from miſ-information, or rather from want {Wvully nt 
of a competent knowledge in the language , w! 
of the b miſ-repreſented, or to ſpeak udiſerie 
2 more {MWſticula 
Wand. 


N j ( 5 ) ; j 
more favorably, miſ-conceived their religious 
nets as much as they have the genius and 
ſate of their government. | 


The ſpace of time employed in Alexan- 
s expedition in this empire, did not afford 
poſſibility of acquiring any adequate know- 
ge of a language in itſelf fo highly difficult 
attain in the ſmalleſt degree of perfection 

en from many years reſidence and intimate 
merſe with the natives; can it be poſſi- 
y believed then, that any of Alexander's 
wers could in this ſhort ſpace acquire 
ch perfection in the Gentoo language as 
ud enable them juſtly to tranſmit down 
eteligious ſyſtem of a nation, with whom 
can ſcarcely be ſaid to have had any. 
munication? = 


louching the antiquity of the ſcriptures, 

re treating of, we have much more to 
in ſupport of our conjecture and belief, 
the Shaftah of Bramab, is as ancient, at 
bas any written body of divinity that 
trer produced to the world. But it is 
vully neceſſary, that we explain the word 
auß, which has been variouſly wrote, 
Wſcriminately applied bymany authors, 
ticularly by Baldeus, who confounds 
b and Bramah as being the ſame per- 
B23 ſon, 


(, 6 5) 


ſon, though nothing in nature can be more 
different. This could, proceed only, from 


oxcal 
wher 
ment 


the ſpecifio meaning and origin of thoſe , keaf 
words not being clearly underſtood; and imme 
this we conceive has led many other writer, don 6 
into the ſame error: our preſent diſquiſitiu u an 
therefore calls, not only for the explanation tive 
of theſe words, but alſo of the other tw three o 


ſuppoſed primary created beings Bill: + 
and Sieb. For unleſs theſe thtee perſon | 
Birmah, Biſinoo, and Sieb, are diſtindl 
comprehended, and held in remembranci 
a conſiderable portion of the allegorical pi 


the thr 
power 
2 


of the Shaſtab of Bramah, will appear u ag, 
terly unintelligible. word 5 
| | bmetim 
| Different authors ſtile him, Bruma, Bra Bramin- 
ma, Burma, Brumma, Birmah, Brana Cod, 4; 
and although they write him thus variouſ 
they are unanimous: in thinking him Brom: 
h ſame perſon, and give him the ſame attribute pron 
They are all, it is true, derivatives from Mae ſpirit 
ſame root, Brum or Bram, (for thele Maid do; 
ſynonimous in the Se but none ofMſdſumeg: 
the above appellatives are to be found in 


temfelye 


Shaſtah, but Birmah and Bramab. T 
are all compounded of brum or bran 
Hirit, or Hence, and mah, mighty; 0 
in an abſolute and ſimple ſents, ſignifies 
iris or eſſence of God, and! 18 but upon 


OCCs 


„ 
decaſion mentioned as a perſon, and that is 
when rum is repreſented with the habili- 
ments and four arms of Birmab, floating on 
a leaf, upon the face of a troubled chaos, 
immediately preceding the act of the crea- 
tion of the univerſe.— Birmab is underſtood 
in an abſolute perſonal ſenſe, and in a figu- 


three primary created angelic beings—in this 
{nſe the word ſignifies literally the ght 
end. For though Birmab is the firſt of 
the three prime beings, he is ſtiled /econd in 
power to God only, and ſometimes in the 
Shoffab has the name of Birmahah, the moſt 
mobty ſecond. | 
word Birmab means creation, created, and 
bmetimes creator, and repreſents what the 
Bramins call, the firſt great attribute of 
God, hs power of creation. TR 


Bramab is the title ſolely appropriated to 
fie Promulger of the Sab, and implies 


and doctrines; hence it is, that his ſucceſſors 
ſumed the name of Bramins, ſuppoſing 
demſelves to inherit the ſame divine ſpirit. 


As the word Birmab, is uſed in a perſo- 
ul, and figurative ſenſe, ſo is Biſinoo and 
Ve perſonally, as being the ſecond and 
| B 4 0 


tive one; in the former as the firſt of the 


In the figurative ſenſe the 


tte ſpirituality and divinity of his miſſion 
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third of the firſt created angelic beings, wha | 


had pre-eminence in heaven; the word 
Biſinoo, literally ſignifies a cheriſber, a pre. 
ſerver, a comforter; and Sieb, a deſtroyer, 
an avenger, a mutilator, a puniſher ; and 
theſe three perſons, . when figuratively ap- 
plied in the Sab (as they 3 are) 
repreſent what the Bramzs call the three 
firſt and great attributes of God, his power 
to create, his power to, preſerve, and his 
power to change or, deſtroy, And we ſhall 


ſee that in the diſtribution of the almighty'' 


commands to theſe primary perſons, taſks 
are aſſigned to each, of a very different 
nature; to Birmab, works of power, govern- 
ment and glory; to Biſinoo, works of ten- 
derneſs and benevolence; and to Sieb, works 
of terror, ſeverity and deſtruction, This 
aſt mentioned perſon is the object of great 

_ diſmay and terror to the Gentoos, but mo- 
dern expounders of Bramab's Sbaſtal have 
ſoftened the rigor of his character by giving 
him names and attributes of a very dit 
ferent nature from that of Sieb. They call 
him Mojſcor (a contraction of Mababſcor, 
the moſt mighty deſlroyer of evil and under 
this ſoothing title he is worſhipped, not as 
Sieb the deſtroyer, but as the deſtroyer 9 
evil. The other epithet they have given tc 
him is Maes, (a contraction of Abele 
e h tai 


a few 
rnciple 
tire do 
em abo 

theſe, 1 


“ That 
rebelle 
of God, 
reg10ns 
to etert 
but, th; 
ful ren 
nclined 
cf their 
only , of 
nication 
miſo; 


( 9 » 
i, the moſt mighty angel) in this ſenſe 


e is worſhipped as the averter. of evil, 
d under this character he Nas the moſt 
lars erected to ü. "Ts 


+3 


This | acellaty interpretation and. i 


ef; and ſhall faithfully give a detail of the 
Pein of this book; and the ſeveral inno- 


which although known. by all the learned 
pongft the Bramzns, is yet confeſſed but 
fa few, and thoſe only, -whoſe purity of 
fuel and manners, and zeal for the pri- 
iure doctrines of Bramab's Sbaſtab, ſets 

en above diſguiſing the truth; from many 
Wl theſe, we. have had the following recital, 


© That, when part of the angelic Fray 
belted; and were driven from the face 
of God, and expelled from the heavenly' 

Wl icgions ; God doomed them in his wrath, 
s eternal puniſhment. and baniſtynent ;' 
blut, that by the interceſſion of the faith 
remaining bands, he was at length 
aclined to mercy, and to ſoften the rigor: 
af their ſentence, by inſtituting 4 courſe 
ny, of puniſhment, purgation, and pu- 
nication ; through which, by due ſub- 
niſnon, they might work out a reſtoration 
7-2 "FR ta 


ation premiſed, - we proceed to the Shaftab' 


tions and changes it has ſuffered: a detail 
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40 to the ſeats S had loſt by their diſol * 
« dience, prim. 


« That God in full aſſembly of the fil | 2081 
ful bands ſpecified their courſe of puniſh 2 
ment, purgation and purification; regi 


* tered, and declared his decree, immutable 
and irrevocable; and commanded B:rml. 
to deſcend: to the baniſhed! delinquen fee. 

and ſignify unto them the mercy an 
F dotexinitzation of their creator. 


„That Birmah fulfilled God's comma 1 
deſcended to the delinquent angels, a 
made known unto them the merey an 
immutable ſentence; that God their creat 
had pronounced and regiſtered again 
Os 


6 That the great amd unexpected mere 
« of God, at firſt made a deep impreſſi 


16 T 
| * upon all the delinquents, except on . 25 
0 % leaders of their rebellion; theſe in proc. all. 
9 


| 
b of time, regained their influence, ul, G04 
# tt confirmed moſt of the delinquents in tha 


«c 

whot 

ll 4c diſobedience, and thereby the merci, W N 
q ; «intentions of the creator, became in. ta. of 
| great meaſure fruſtrated. habit 
1 * the f 


; % That about the beginning of the pi. W 
& ſent age (i. e. 4866 years 80 the th © 
3 = 60 prim- 


\ xn } 
primary created beings and the reſt of the 
; faithfub angelic hoſt, feeling the deepeſt 
« anguiſh for the exalted wickedneſs of their 


only proceed, from their having by time, 
forgot the terms of their ſalvation; which 
had been only verbally delivered to them 
by Bir mah they therefore petitioned the 


{ ſuffer: his ſentence, and the conditions of 


« of written laws for their guidance; and 
that ſome of the angelic beings, might 
have permiſſion to. deſcend to the delin- 
4 quents, to promulge and preach this writ- 
ten body of laws unto. them, that they 


5 the plea of 1gnorance, for their conti- 
nuance in diſobedience. TE: 


© That God aſſented, to the petitions of 
* the angelic bands; when they, one and 
« all, offered to undertake this miſſion, but 
God ſelected from amongſt them thoſe 
whom he: deemed moſt proper for this 


* to deſcend 0 the different regions of the 
* habitable-univerſe. That a being from 


« God 


« delinquent brethren, concluded it could 


' Almighty, that he would be pleaſed to 


their reſtoration, to be digeſted into a body 


might thereby be left without excuſe, or 


* work of ſalvation; who were appointed 


the firſt rank of angels was deſtined for 
* the eaſtern part of this globe, whom 
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ſaved: 

period, 
Bram! 
paraph 
they Cz 
* That Birwok by the command of Cod 124 9, 
. & diQtated to. Bramab and the other deputed ſpurtt ; 

<& angels, the terms and conditions, which Brama- 
% had been primarily delivered to the de- fred. 
„ linquents, by the mouth of Birmab; that th 
« that Bramabreceived, and entered the laws began t. 
©< of God in Debtah Nagur, (literally, the of the c 
language of angels) and that when Bra. Ne plac 
& ziah deſcended at the beginning of the nder 11 
<« preſent age, and aſſumed the human fom t the 


£5). 

God dignified with the name of Brand, 
et in alluſion to the divinity of the dofrine 
4 and miſhon he had i in charge. 


and government of Indgſtan, he tranſlated fie limp 

. them into the Sarſerit, a language then 
„ univerſally known throughout Indoftan; That 
* and called the body of laws the Chartab Nut is, f 
ce Bhade * Shaftab of Bramab (literally, the romulp 
„ four ſeriptures of divine words of the E 
ed a! 


& mighty ſpirit } which he promulged, and 


« preached to the delinquents, as the only N the 
terms of their ſalvation and reſtoration. he Cent 
beſe the 
| ah B. 


4 That Gt the ſpace of a thouſand years, 
« the doctrines of the Chartah Bhade, were 
< preached and propagated, without varia- 
<« tion or innovation; and many of the 
ec delinquents benefited from them and were 

* A written book. 


Gentoo Bi 
Expound 
rom the 
2 


& ſaved; 
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5 (6 
faved : but that about the cloſe of this 
period, ſome Ggſeyns * and Battezaaz } 
Bramins, combining together, wrote a 
paraphraſe on the Chartab Bhade, which 
they called the Chartah | Bhade of Bra- 

nab , or the & ſcriptures of the mighty 
ſpirit ; in this work the original text of 
Bramab's Chartah Bhade was till pre- 
ferved, —About this period alſo it was, 
that the Go/eyns and Battegaaz Bramins, 
began to appropriate to themſelves the uſe 
of the Sanſcrit character, and inſtituted in 
the place of it the common Inagſtan cha- 
rater in uſe at this day: it was now alſo 
that They firſt, began to veil in myſteries, 

e ſimple doctrines of Bramab. 


That about five hundred years later, 
at is, fifteen hundred years from the firſt 
mmulgation of Bramab's Sbaſtab; the 
nt, and Battezaaz Bramins, pub- 
thed a ſecond expoſition, or commentary 
u the Choartah Bhade; which ſwelled 
de Gentoo ſcriptures to eighteen books: 
ele the commentators entitled the Aug 
rab Bhade Shaſtah, or the eighteen books 
bento Biſhops. | 
Lxpounders of the Shaftah. „„ 

tom the promulging this Bhade, the Polytheiſm 

bentoos took its Tiſe. 

8 Oh of 
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te 
ce 
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40 
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Cc 
cc 
6c 
CC 
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ce 
cc 
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cc 
6c 
60 
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cc 
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figures and ſymbols, and made a part 


(14) 
of divine words; it was drawn up i ſetw 
compound character, of the common | 
doſtan, and Sanſerit;—the original text 
the Chartab Bhade, was in a manner ſun 
and alluded to only ; the hiſtories of the 
Rajahs and country, were introducedund 


their religious worſhip, and a multity 
of ceremonials, and exteriour modes 
worſhip, were inſtituted; which the cor 
mentators ſaid were implied in Bran 
Chartah Bhade, although not expre 
directed therein, by him; and the wh 


enveloped in impenetrable obſcurity © Th 
allegory and fable, beyond the comf imple 
henſion even of the common tribe Bram 
'Bramins themſelves ; the laity being i frft p 
precluded from the knowledge of tl utterly 
original ſcriptures had a new ſyſten y far 
faith broached unto them, which H capable 
anceſtors were utterly ſtrangers to. from tl 

8 5 be add 
& "That this innovation of the ugh! of Ba- 
Bhade produced a ſchiſm amongſt WF and ex] 
Gentoos, who until this period had which f 
lowed one profeſſion of faith througi ginal, a 
the vaſt empire of Indoſtan; for the a 
mins of Cormandell and Mallabar fim Viedam 
their brethren upon the courſe of the S 


had taken this hold ſtep to inſlave the! 
\ 


\ 


1 

ſet up for themſelves, and formed a ſeripture 
of their own, founded as they ſaid upon 
the Chartab Bhade of Bramab; this they 
called Sh Viedam of Brummah, or divine 

W words of the mighty ſpirit; —theſe com- 
mentators, by the example of their bre= 
thren, interſperſed in their new religious 
ſyſtem, the hiſtories of their governors, 
and country, under various ſymbols and 
allegories, but departed from that chaſtity 


of manners, which was ſtill preſerved in 
the Aughtarrah Bhade Sbaſtaz. 
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Thus the original, plain, pure, and 
imple tenets of the Chartah Bhade of 
Bramab (fifteen hundred years after its 
firſt promulgation) became by degrees 
utterly Joſt; except, to three or four Go- 
ſen families, who at this day are only 
capable of reading, and expounding it, 
from the San/crit character; to theſe may 
te added a few others of the tribe 
of Battezaaz Bramins, who can read 
and expound from the Chartah Bhade, 
which ſtill preſerved the text of the ori- 
ginal, as before remarked. 
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Vi hw, in the Mallabar language ſenifies' the 
eas Shaſtah in the Sanſcrit, viz, divine Wordi—— 
0 onetime, the words of Cod. 
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] de told, the fatal conſequences theſe inne 

iJ e vations. would have on the ſtate and th © Fro 
| ] RF « nation: but: the: Goſeyns, and Brann Bhag, 

« having taſted t Centoc 


40 by ſure ſi 
66: | 
« mu 8 e ces,” a 


: 4 te 1 
ied of thei 


«Cc 

ce Aar created, which the people nei difpoſ; 
<« before had heard or dreamed of, and bot 
1 the one and the other were ſo envelopd 
| T by the Goſeyns and Bramms in darknel 
cc penetrable to themſelves only, that tho 
f -q * , 2 ny oP cc proteſio 


* 


1 
s profeſſors of 4 became of new and 
K 4 importance, for the daily obliga- 
« tions of religious duties, which were by 
« theſe new inſtitutes impoſed on every 
v Gentoo, from the Higheſt to the lowe 
rank of the people, were of ſo intricate, an 
alarming a nature, as to require a Bramin 
to. be at hand, to explain and officiate 
in the performance of them: they had 
| however the addreſs tocaptivate the minds 
k of the vulgar, by introducing ſhow and 
parade into all their principal religious 


Ar vation of their caft or tribe, the whole 
* nation was reduced to ſacerdotal lavery. 


From the period that the th ghtorrah 


Gentoo faith and worſhip, ſuperſtition, the 
ſure ſupport of prieftcraft, took faſt poſ- 
ſeſſion of the peo ple; and their conſcien- 
ces, actions, and conduct, in ſpirituals 
and temporals, were lodged in the breaſts 
of their houſehold Bramins, and at their 
difpofal ; for every head of a family was 
obliged to have one of thoſe ghoſtly fa- 
thers at his elbow, and in fact the people 
became in general mere machines, ac- 


wated and moved, as either the good 
Part II. CG "Ws 


feaſts, as well as faſts; and by a new 
ingle political inſtitution, to wit, the pre- 


Bbade was publiſhed as the rifle of the 
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te or evil i intentions 0 bai houſehold tyrant “ ye⸗ 
" Giated. « ſey 
2 46 The Augbtorrah Bhade Shaſtab, has been 1 
e invariably. followed by the Gentoos inba- “ on! 
* biting from the mouth of the Ganges v time 
e Indus, for the laſt three thouſand three“ the 
hundred and ſixty-ſix years. This pre-. ( lutic 
18 ciſely f fixes the commencement of the C rr 
* this; 


te too mythology, which, until the publication 
c of that Bhade, had no exiſtence among 


„ ome 


| 5 them: every Gentoo of rank or wealthf their 
% has a copy of this ſcripture, in his poſſe ring: 
*« fon; under the care and inſpection of 5 
« his domeſtic. Bram; who every d dency 
te reads and expounds a portion of it to thi ' ruled, 
* * family. the ti 
K 85 f before 

Pia 8 n and Kventy i nine e en only - 
from the promulgation of the Aughtorra ficer 
« Bhade Sheſtab, the ſacred line of Brand filled t 
„ became extinct, in the. perſon of Sued ——( 
& Jif, the laſt Mababmabab Rajah ; (ma mande 
« mighty King) he reigned over all Jad with; 
* Fan, ſixty years; his deceaſe cauſed a gf que 
< neral lamentationamongſt the people; aſh nents, 
« from his death; a new Gentoo 15 contigy 
&« took place, called the Æra of Succad ky. mo 
% and * preſent year ts D. 1766) is Lency: 
« yl ito ag 


1 


( 1g } 


6 A ? Hase 
| +. 


6 The: Phan; 25 Surcadit; became not 


time, but alſo for another ſignal event in 
« the Gentoo annals; namely, a total revo- 
c jution if their government: the royal and 
« facted line being extinct, the Vice-roys of 
« this,extenſive empire (who had been for 
& ſme years ſtrengthening themſelves in 
their reſpective governments, and prepa- 
ting for this expected event) on the demiſe 
of. Succuiit, ſet up a claim of indepen- 
| dency, to the lands over which they had 
ruled under the emperor: they all aſſumed 
the title of Rajab, a diſtinction which, 
before this memorable: period, had been 
only given to four. or five of the firſt 


filled the ehief governments of the empire. 
——Confuſionifollowed——Thoſe com- 
manders who found themſelves inveſted 
with greater force and power, attacked, 
conquered, and joined to their govern- 
ments, the territories of thoſe who lay 
contiguous to them; whilſt others who 
ay. more diſtant preſerved their indepen- 
deney: and thus the empire was divided 
do as many kingdoms, as there had 
C2 * 


& year of ye! lags unit ae 


g only remarkable for a new. Epocha of 


officers of the ſtate; who alſo generally 
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120 
* been Vice-royſhips and Governments. 
40 , theſe Rajahs, there ſubſiſted z 
4 continual warfare.— From an empire thus 
« divided againſt itſelf, what could be ex- 
i pected, but that which, in a few centuries, 
e conſequently and naturally followed. 


(6 tar 
4 bil 
10 am 
6 ſtat 
& yul 
« ſub 
« med 
« fi 
« of | 


For the ſimple and intelligible tenety 
* and religious duties, enjoined by the Char 


c tab Bhade, being thus abſorbed and lo pro 
in the attention and adherence, paid i, vore 
te the extravagant, abſurd, and unanteſligibl 4 Bba 
* non-eflentials of worſhip, inſtituted bull 
„the Aughtorrab Bhade; laid the found The 
“ tion of the miſeries, with which, in fü nine ( 
e ceeding times, Inagfan was viſited; anf amin 
e the ' merciful intention of God, for th (uity o. 
* redemption of the delinquent angels, def narkab 
« tined to inhabit this part of the earl uicul 
% globe) was rendered fruitleſs. The ho confirm: 
* Tribe of Bramins, who were choſen n | 
„appointed by Bramab himſelf, to pread mongſt 
* the word of God, and labor the falvatic Lofts, \ 


WCtrine 


1 of tl 


* of the delinquents; in proceſs of timel 
fight of their divine original, and in it 
* placeſubſtituted new and ſtrange doctrine 


„that had no tendeney, but to the eſtab ye h. 
“ing their own power: the People hear readers, 
„ ened unto them, and their minds wh... in 


* ſubdued and enſlaved; their ancient u 


EE 


« tary genius, and ſpirit of liberty was de- 
« hilitated z diſcord and diflention aroſe 
« atnongſt the rulers of the land, and the 
« ſtate grew ri pe for falling at the firſt con- 
« yulſion; and in the end ſuffered an utter 
« ſubverſion, under the yoke of Mahom- 
« medan tyranny ; as a juſt puniſhment in- 
a fficted on them by God, for their negle& 
« of his laws, commands and promiles, 
«* promulged to them, by his great and fa- 
« voted angel Bramab, in the Chartab 
4 Bhade Shaſtah.” Ne 


The foregoing detail, contains the ge- 
mine conceptions and belief, which the 
Bromins themſelves entertain of the anti- 
quity of their ſcriptures, and of the two re- 
narkable innovations they have undergone; 
particulars which we have had repeatedly 
confirmed to us, in various conferences x 
many of the moſt learned and ingenuous, 
mongſt the laity of the Koyt *, and other 
alt, who are often better verſed in the 
Wottrines of their SHaſtab than the common 
1 of the Bramins themſelves. | 


We hope it will not be diſpleaſing to our 

aders, if from the foregoing recital, we 

duce into a narrow compals, and into one 
*The tribe of Writers. 

Cc 3 view, 
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IE. © 1 A our ! 
view, the ſtedfaſt faith of the Gen tos, tor 


Touching the antiquity of their ſcriptures; I belief 
(the point now only under our conſidera- c B- 
tion) it appears therefore that they date the truly. 
birth of the tenets and doctrines of the gem 
Shaſtab, from the expulſion of the angelic ith 
beings from the | heavenly regions; tha nank 
thoſe tenets were reduced into a written}... x 
body of laws, four thoufand eight hundred ather 
and ſixty-ſix years ago, and then by God dat « 
permiſſion were promulged and preached i fame 
the inhabitants of Indeſtan. That theſe on Shoſe 
ginal ſcriptures underwent a remarkable fache 
change or innovation a thouſand years after 
the miſſion of their Prophet and Law-give | 
Bramab in the publication of the Charts! It h 
Bhade Shaſtah ; and that three thouſand thre e G 
hundred and ſixty-ſix years paſt, theſe om org; 
ginal ſcriptures ſuffered a ſecond and la but wit 
change or innovation, in the publication ol probab 
the Aughtorrah Bhade Shaftah ; which oe of this 
caſioned the firſt and only ſchiſm among d us, 
the Gentoos, that ſubſiſts to this day, name!) opinjo! 
between the followers of the Aughtorrai l 
Bhade Shaſtah, and the followers of tk Tha 
Viedam. _ 


our ov 


8 


5 Without repoſing an implicit confidend former 
in the relations the Bramint give of t though 
antiquity of their ſcriptures ; we will, wit | 
| af 8 | . 0! 


L 


\. 43-1} 


our readers indulgence, humbly offer a 
few conjectures that have ſwayed us into a 
belief and concluſion, that the original tenets. 
of Bramabh are molt ancient; that they are 


truly. original, and not copied from any 
ſyſtem of theology, that has ever been pro- 
mulged to, or obtruded upon the belief of 
mankind ;'what weight our conjectures may 
have with the curious, or how far it may 
rather appear in the proſecution of our work, 
that other theological ſyſtems have been 
framed from this, we readily ſubmit to thoſe, 


whoſe genius, learning and capacity in re- 


arches of this kind, are much ſuperior to 
our OWN. l = op "its 

It has been without reſerve aſſerted, that 
the Gentoos received their doctrines, and 


worſhip, from the Per/ees or Egyptians ; 


but without (as we conceive) any degree of 


of this opinion: reaſon and facts, ſeeming 
to us, to be on the fide of the very contrary 
opinion. LIE DJ 7 a3 


That there was a very early communica- 
ton between the empires of Penſia, Egypt 
and Indoſtan, is beyond controverſy ; the 
former lay contiguous to Tndeſtan;' and al- 
tough Egypt lay more remote from it, there 

C 4 ſtill 


probability, or grounds, for the foundation 
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5 ( 44 ) 
ſtill was af eaſy paſfage open between them, 
by the navigation from the Red-/ea, to the 
aur therefore it will appear no ftrained 
concluſion, if wre ſay; it is moſt likely there 
had been frequent intereourſe between the 


bp, that t 
they 
Iams 
Wine of 


Lice in 


learned Magi of both thoſe nations, and the WB fexrch 
Braminc, Jong before the Iaft mentioned ſages Nude the 
were viſced by R re and Pythagoras, the $, 
the doc 
It is weceflary to remark that the Bran fal 
did not, indeed could not, feek this inter- 
courſe, for the prineiples of their religion his w. 
forbad their travelling, or mixing with other N well &: 
nations; but ſo famed were they in thee gre 
earlieſt known times for the purity of their Miſe unt 


manners, and the ſublimity of their wiſdom r ove 


and doctrines, thattheir converſe was ſought Mir: 4 
after, and folicited univerſally by the phi-NPorines 
toſophets, and ſearchers after wiſdom and and 


truth, For this character of them, we haven time 


the eu tetimony of all antiquity. Wt Lady 
us ten 
\ At what period of time, Tads an wa every 


viſited by Zoroafter and Pythagoras, is nol 
clearly determined by the learned; we will 
ſuppoſe it, with the generality of writer 


b is a 
Known 
Wham 


to have been about the time of Romulus. id, w 
That theſe ſages travelled not to fru the P 
but, to be Huben; is a fact that may bis fror 


determined with more preciſion ; as wel 
R ©, as 


( 25-) 
that they were not in Inagſtan together. — 
they both made a long refidence with the 
mms North Weſt of the Ganges (for the 
me of Zardhurft, and Pythagore tetain 2 
Wc in the Gentoo annals © as travellers in 
ſearch of wiſdom”) it is reaſonable to con- 
ule they might in ſome degree be inſtructed 
the Sanſerit character, and conſequently, 
the doctrines and worſhip inftituted by the 
lttah and Augbtorrab Bhades. 1 


is worthy notice that the Metempſycho/es, 
well as the three grand principles taught 
the greater Eleufinian myſteries ; namely, 
e unity of the godhead, his general provi- 
ce over all creation, and a future ſlate of 
wrds and puniſhments ; were fundamental 
Krines of Bramahb's Chartah Bhade Shaj- 
„ and were preached by the Bramins, 
m time immemorial to this day, through- 


us tenets, publicly known and received, 
| every Gentoo of the meaneſt capacity; 
8 is a truth, which, we conceive, - was 
gown to the learned inveſtigator of the 
nan myſteries; or it is probable he 
ald, with more caution, have aſſerted, 
it the Eaſtern nations received their doc- 


ts from the Egyprians. | 
| ä Although 
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ſarugſter, on the doctrines of the Bramins. 


ics, and learning, of the Egyptians; and 
1 /bogoras, in his ſecond viſit to Egypt, be- 
re his return to Greece, probably repaid 
e debt of wiſdom he had received from 
he Magi, by giving them new, and ſtronger 
gts into the theology, coſmogony and 
prthology of the Bramins, from their 
urtah, and Aughtorrah Bhades, 


The moral inſtitutes, of Zorcaſter, and 
Pithagoras ; inculcated and taught by the 
Ine to the Perſians, and by the other, to 
te rech; truely bore the ſtamp of divine! 
ut their ſyſtem of theology, ſurely that of 
nadneſs ! They had ſo long and intenſely 


Wd the cauſe of evil; that the portion of 
ine nature they poſſeſſed, ſeemed utterly 
Wnpaired, and bewildered, as ſoon as they 
gan to form their crude principles into a 
em; — they appear to have preſerved the 
ais and out- lines of Bramab's Shaſtah, on 
mich (probably in conjunction with the 
fan and Egyptian Magi) they raiſed an 
rial ſuperſtructure, wild and incompre- 
enlible! and labored to propagate an unin- 

telligible 


eyfteries; and is ſaid (with probability of 


ruth) to have held many conferences with 


They had both been initiated in all the myſ- | 


ought, and reaſoned on the divine nature, 
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( 28 ) : 
telligible jargon of divinity, which neithe lich, 
themſelves; nor any mortal ſince their in ndr 
could explain, or reduce to the level of hy 


man underſtanding. * be Kn 


How far, on a compariſon between i vell 
modes of worſhip, inſtituted by the Chart | 
and Aughtorrah Bhades, and thoſe of th Anot 
antiemt Egyptians, Greeks and Romans, WW" © 

may appear that thoſe of the Bramin wi 
originals, and thoſe of the latter copies on 
we ſubmit to the enquiry of the learned ini ned 
thoſe intricate ſtudies, when in the cou” 
of our work we exhibit to the reader ſo” ab B 
ſpecimens of the Gentoo Mythology, and 1 vlhup, 
account of their faſts and feſtivals. — 
By the fundamental doctrines and l un 
of the Gentoo, they cannot admit of proſi Y 22% 
lytes or converts, to their faith or worſhij ou 
nor receive them into the pale of their con the « 
munion, without the loſs of their Caſt, “ ab B 
Tribe; a difgrace which every Cent what 
would rather ſuffer death than incur : ae Bhat 
although this religious prohibition, in its cot 
ſequences, reduced the people to a flavi 
dependence on their Bramins; yet it prov 
the cement of their union as a nation; wi 
to this day remains unmixed with any ot 
race of people. Theſe are circumſtan 


whi 


Enoug 
genuine 
ly in t 
ave wre 
ir inf 
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hich, to the beſt of our knowledge, re- 
embrance, and reading, peculiarly diſtin- 
in the Geutoos, from all the nations of 
te known world, and plead ſtrongly in 
wor of the great antiquity of this people, 
well as the originality of their ſcriptures, 


Another conſideration, to the ſame pur- 
ſe, claims our notice; namely the perpe- 
wity of the Centos doctrines, which through 
| fucceBion of ſo many ages, have ſtill re- 
uined unchanged, in their fundamental 
lets; for although the Chartgh and Augh- 
rab Bhades, enlarged the exteriors of their 
ſhip, yet theſe derive their authority 
nd eſſence, in the boſom of every Gentoo, 
hm the Chartub Bhade of Bramah: and it 
no uncommon thing, for a Gentoo, upon 
y point of conſcience, or any important 
mergency in his affairs or conduct, to re- 
et the deciſion of the Chartah and Augh- 
rab Bhades, and to procure, no matter 
what expence, the deciſion of the Char- 
b Bhade, expounded from the Sanſcrit. 


Enough has been ſaid, to ſhew that the 
enuine tenets of Bramah, are to be found 
nly in the CHartab Bhade; and as all who 
ave wrote on this ſubject, have received 
ir information from crude, inconſiſtent 


3 reports, 


630 

reports, chiefly taken from the Aug bir 

Bhade, and the Viedam; it is no wonder tha 

the religion of the Gentoos, has been traduced 

by ſome, as utterly unintelligible ; and hy 7 
others, as monſtrous, abſurd; and diſgrae ll + 

ful to humanity :——our deſign is toreſey 
theſe ancient people, from thoſe imputz | 

tions; in order to which we ſhall proceed 6 \ 

without further introduction or preface, 4 

inveſtigate their original ſcriptures, as con 1 

tained in the CHartab Bhade; at the cloſe 
each ſection we ſhall ſubjoin, ſuch remark «.. 

and explanations, as may appear to us neceſ i 
ſary and pertinent to our ſubject. „ 


For the greater n rd we will pri 

ſent to our readers the fundamental doctring n 
of the Bramins, under five diſtinct ſection 4 4 
as they are ranged in the firſt book of t c 
e VIZ. 7 


* Elhum 
lich we ti 


I. Of God and his Attributes. 
II. The creation of Angelic Beings. 
III. The Lapſe of part of thoſe Being 

IV. Their Puniſhment. OR 

V. The mitigation of that Puniſhmeay]\ HE 
and their final Sentence. ſcry 
| les the | 


Jade teat 


4 
8 E C T. I. 


«.of Ged and his Attributes. 
E 


« God 3 18 Don * Mika of all that 


4 16. 0d is like a perfect ſphere, 
« without beginning or | end, —God 


general providence reſulting” from 
«< firſt determined and fixed prindiples: 
„ hou ſhalt not make enquiry 
© into the eſſence and nature of the 
"4 exiſtende of the ETERNAL ONE, nor, 


% quiry into either, is vain and crimi- 
nal. —It is enough, that day by day, 
and night by night, thou ſeeſt in his 
© works; his /dom, power, and his 
© mercy,—— Benefit thereby." 


* Elbummeſba, literally, the one that ever was ; ; 
lich we n the eternal one. 


n MN 5: "ON 
H E Sending ſimple and ſublime has 


tes the firſt chapter, or ſection of the Shaſe 


lade teach, that there originally exiſted a 
a chapter 
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« rules and governs: all creation by 4 


% by what laws he governs.—An en- 


ſcription of the Supreme Being, conſti- 


. The Bramins of the Aughtorrah 


—— — — — 0 


— — —— — we ound 


t ns 

chapter of the Shaftab, which explained xj 
ſolely treated, of the divine nature and eſ 
ſence; but that it was ſoon irrecoverah} 


loſt, and never tranſmitted to poſterity by 
Bramah, who fore it out of his chan 


ere 4 


. Baldews, wo rehided thirty years on th 
| land of Ceylon, and has given a laborioy 
tranflation of the Vicdam; recites a fimil; 
ancedote from thoſe ſeriptures, and favs 
that the loſt part treated of Ged, and 1 
5 origin of the univerſe, or viſible world, 
& the loſs of which: is highly lamented þ 
i the gramins. In which this author ſeen 
to have plunged. into a double error; firl 
in alleging the part loſt, treated of the orig 
of the univerſe ; whereas both the Yd; 
and Shaſtah, are elaborate on the ſubject 

and fix not only the period of its creatior 
but alſo its preciſe age, and term of duratio 
{as we ſhall ſhew hereafter) ; conſequent! 
and ſecondly, they could not properly beat 
to lament a loſs they never ſuſtained. 
But in truth, the whole of this matter is a 
legorical, a circumſtance, which Baldeus, 
ſeems, never adverted to. 


In various diſcourſes, we have had, wit 
Goin learned Bramins, on the above cite 


paſlag 


1 ) = 


al unanimous in their ſenſe and interpreta- 
tion of it: namely, that to man was given for 
the exerciſe of his reaſon, and virtue, the con- 
emplation of the viſtblewonders of the crea- 


duded all enquiry into his origin, nature, and 
eſence, and the laws by which he governs; 


t is emphatically faid, that Bramab tore out 
enquiries, as uſeleſs and preſumptuous. 


Had one tythe of the time and trouble, 
which the juſt mentioned ecclefiaſtic beſtow- 
ed in rendering a literal tranſlation of the 
Vedam, been employed in attempting an 
explanation of its myl 
have proved worthy the attention of the 
larned; whereas, by contenting himſelf with 


pretation of the allegorical parts of thoſe 
criptures, his toils, which muſt have been 
great and intenſe, have only produced a mon- 
ler, that ſhocks reaſon and probability. 
They are miſ-repreſentations like theſe, which 
we have lamented in the preliminary diſ- 
tourſe, to the firſt part of this our work, 
8 injurious to human nature; various and 
Part II, D enormoug 


ſaſſage of the fughtorrab hade, they were 


non; but, that the ETERNAL ONE had pre- 
i ſubjects inexplicable to, and beyond the 
inited powers of created beings; therefore 


tht part, implying the prohibition of ſuch 


eries; his labors might 


abare verſion, without aiming at the inter- 


— —— — — — — 
„ TR , => pu — = oh 
—- « - - 4 - 4 6 a: 
— $4 — 2 —— 
— — — 22 r 7 4 


2 W 
- » - — . 


— 


. wm ˙— 


U 
— 
— 


STS * 1 


0 34 ) 


enormous are the miſtakes, which this au- 


thor has fallen into from the above cauſe, 
through the whole of his voluminous work, 


which might be proved in a multitude of 
inſtances; but one ſhall ſuffice as a ſpecimen 


of the whole, which nothing but the mil. 


taken zeal of a chriſtian divine can excuſe 


© The Fildan ES to Baldeus } gives 
© the ſame place and power to Birmab o 
«© ' Bramah (for he erroneouſly. makes thele 
* names ſynonimous) as the SH does; 
«© and as the Mallabars acknowledge Branal 
& to be the ſon of God, and ſupreme ge 
« vernor of angels; nay even aſcribe to hin 
a human form: /6 it is evident, that the 


« attributes, muſt have their origin fri 
& what they have heard, though perhaps cm 


> " Jfedy; , 7 Fefus cr the * 7 Goa.” 
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8 E 25 T. II. 
« The Creation of Angelic Beings. 


„The ETERNAL ONE4 abſorbed in the 
e contemplation of his own exiſtence; in 
„the fullneſs of time; reſolved to par- 
i tZicipate his glory and eſſence with 
« beings capable of feeling, and ſharing 
& his beatitude, and of adminiſtering 
4 to his glory. Theſe beings then were 
% not.— The ETERNAL ONE willed,— 
* And they were. — He formed them 
in part of his own eſſence; capable 
& of perfection, but with the powers 
« of imperfection ; both depend ing on 
their voluntary election.— Thel ET ER- 
NAL ON firſt created Birmah,Biſtnoog 
and Sies; then Moiſaſoor, and all the 
« Debtah-L ogue . The eternal one 
« pave pre- eminence to Birmab, Biſt- 
% 760 and Steh. He appointed Bir- 
« mah, Prince of the Debtah-Lo gue 
and put the Debtab under ſubjeon 
' * to him; he alſo conſtituted him his 
4 vicegerent in heaven, and Bi/tnoo and 
Sieb, were eſtabliſhed his co-adjutors, 


* Debtah, angels; Logue, a people, multitude, or 
wugregation; Debtah-Logue, the angelic hoſt. 
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«© —The ETERNAL ONE divided the 

« Debtah into different bands, and 
 & ranks, and placed a leader or chief 
— oped roo 

«© the throne of the eternal one accord- 

* ing to their degree, and harmony 

* was in heaven.—->Moſaſoor, chief of 
the firſt angelic band, led the ce- 

* leſtial ſong of praiſe and adoration 


* to the Creator, and the ſong of * 
te obedience to Birmab his firſt created, Fm 
% —And the Eternal One rejoiced in 10 

« his new creation.” 
| RE MAR k S8. Bi 
Mer KIND i in general df every dei vorſ 
| nomination, and religious ofeſſion, being 
have fubſeribed to the opinion of the ex been 
iſtence of angelic beings; and have each ef th 
formed their crude, peculiar, and imaginary 275, 
conceptions of their origin and deſtination of 
Crude and imaginary indeed ! muſt he the pet 
beſt human conſtruction, on ſo marvellous ther 
a ſubject.— The ſimple, rational, and ſub ſhoul 
lime cauſe, aſſigned by Bramab, JE this aq fit w 
_of creation; ĩs moſt worthy a great and be 
nign being, and conveys. a ſtriking ang Fre 
intereſting impreſſion, not only of bi app 
Power, but of his 8 5 AN 


Bramah, in the opening of this ſection} bn 


ſeems to Place the eternal one, in the ſituatio 
0 


(37) 


without /abjetFs; which in fact is being no 
monarch at all: for however happy, or 
dleſſed ſuch a being may be, in the contem- 


lation of his own ſole exiſtence and almighty 


completely ſo, without partakers in his 
glory and beatitude; who ſhould alſo, be 
conſcious of the fenure of their own exiſtence, 
a well as of the power, and benevolent in- 
tentions of their creator, and worſhip him, 
accordingly. Cab nn 


But a blind and neceſſary obedierice and 
worſhip, from any new creation of rational 
beings, (which muſt have followed had they 
been created perfect) would have fallen ſhort 
of their Creator's purpoſe; therefore Bramal 
fins, the eternal one, formed them capable 


perfection; without ſubjecting them to 
ather, that their adoration and obedience 
Rould be the reſult of their own free-will; 
he worſhip alone worthy his acceptance. 

From the doctritie contained in this ſection 
| 1 appears, that the powers of perfection and 


if good and evil were coeval in the forma- 
ton of the firſt created beings: The 
3 Bramms 


of an 4bſolute; good, and powerful monarch; 


power; yet he cannot (ſay the Bramins be 


* of het fection, but with the powers of im- 


mperfection, (or in other words the powers 


—  L 


rr 
. 
— 
nr 
3 — 
LON * wm 


— — 


enjoined them light and eaſy.— To chaunt 
forth for ever, the praiſes of their creator Whiors. 


got to offend againſt reaſon and juſtice, and 


( 38. 
Bramins i in their (2 on this chapter, 
reconcile the ſuppoſed incompatibility of the 
exiſtence of moral evil, conſiſtently with 
the juſtice, ; power, and goodneſs of the fi 
preme being, by alleging, © that as the Delta moral 
were inveſted with. the abſolute powers of | 
perfection, their lapſe from, that ſtate, cannot Maud 
impeach either the power, juſtice, or good- 
neſs ofthe ETERNAL ONE; whoſe motives for ily ; 
their creation were benevolent; and the duty 


To bleſs him for their creation, and to 
acknowledge, and be obedient to Birmab, 


Ag his two coadjutors Bi Hnoo and Sieb. „ 


duſioi 
thoug 
defenc 
U MO! 
The 
il in. 
materi 
would 


Human penal laws, which have * ex · 
jſtence in every well regulated government of 
the world; always pre- ſuppoſe that the indi- 
yiduals ſubjected to thoſe laws, are inveſted 
with full powers and capacity of paying 


lere \ 
obedience to them; otherwiſe, their impo - io his 
ſition becomes an at of tyranny ; but the Nh; 
premiſes, granted, then the breach and vio» Md tl 


lation of them is criminal, and juſtly pu- 
yiſhable, without an imputation of injuſtice Wind « 
in the inſtitutor——Shall man then appear Whoſſbil 
{crupulouſlycautious in his inſtitutes and laws, Naunot 
rom t 
ncked 


lings 


ye 


(69m) 
dare to doubt of, or arraign the juſtice 
of his Creator ? 


Whence the origin, and exiſtence of 
wral evil? Is a queſtion that has puzzled, 
and exerciſed the imagination, and under- 
landing of the learned and ſpeculative in all 
iges We confeſs we have hitherto met 
with no ſolution of this intereſting enquiry, 
þ ſatisfactory, concluſive, and rational, as 
fows from the doctrine before us. Au- 
thors have been driven to very ſtrange con- 
duſions on this ſubject, nay ſome have 
thought it neceſſary to form an apology in 
defence of their Creator, for the admiſhon 
f moral evil into the world; and aſſert, 

That God was neceſſitated to admit moral 

mlin.created beings, from the nature of the 
naterials he had to work with; that God 
would have made all things perfed, but that 
dere was in matter an evil bias, repugnant 
b his benevolence, which drew another 
my; whence aroſe all manner of evils:“ 

nd that, therefore, To endue created 
dings with perfection; that is to produce 

good excluſive of evil, is one of thoſe im- 
plibilities, which even infinite power 

annot accompliſh.” And conſequently that 
mom this apologetical cauſe only, The 

nckedneſs and miſeries of God's creatures 
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4 
can be fairly reconciled, with his ain 
power and W 


Irtereſtiog as this cubjecti is, and muſt be, 
to every thinking being, our beſt conceptions 
of it, muſt fall far ſhort of certainty ; it i 
however ſurely incumbent on us to adopt 
ſuch ſentiments (more eſpecially when we 
reſolve to broach them to the world) as will 
appear moſt worthy infinite power and in- 
finite goodneſs, —— How far this conſiders 
tion has been regarded in the reveries cited 
in the preceding paragraph, we ſubmit to 
our readers; in our own conceptions v. 
cannot help ſaying thoſe authors appear to 
us to have left the argument in a muc 
worſe ſtate than they found it; and in place 
of a rational apology for their Creator, ſeem 
the rather tacitly to impeach his power, ii 
the firſt and greateſt of his attributes; hi 
power of creation: For God is not only 
the creator of angels and men; but creatc 
of matter alſo; and could have made tho 
perfect, had he ſo willed. Whether Go 
could endue created beings with perfection 
or produce good excluſive of evil, we conceir 
is not the queſtion; (although a doubt of i 
is highly preſumptuous, if not impious) b 
the quære is, whether God could create 
race of ** endued with the powers © 


abſalu 


( 41 ) 


ute free agency ;—on the certainty of 
rhich poſition, the f poſſibility of in in 


epends. 


How much more rational and ſublime the 

xt of Bramab, which ſuppoſes the Deity's 
dluntary creation, or permiſſion of evil; 
x theexaltation of a race of beings,, whoſe 
une t as free agents could not have ex- 
led without being endued with the con- 
nſted, or oppoſite powers of doing evil. 


ated beings abſolutely, and neceſſarily 
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From the creation of the Debial 
CLogue, joy and harmony encompaſſed 
„ throne of the eternal one, for 

e the ſpace of Hazaar par Hazair 

* «' Munnuntur *; and would have con 
©. tinued to the end of time, had not en 

4 and jealouſy took poſſeſſion of Mr 

« /zſoor,and other leaders of the angeli 

& bands; amongſt whom was Rhaavmn 

& the next in dignity to Moiſaßbor; 

& they, unmindful of the bleſſing 0 

* their creation, and the duties enjoine 
them, reject the powers of perfectun 

& which the eternal ONE had gracioull 

t beſtowed upon them, exerted thei 

„ powers of imperfection, and did er 

« jn the ſight of the eternal oNE.--The 

« withheld their obedience from hit 

„ and denied ſubmiſſion to his vi: 


* A phraſe often made uſe of in the Shafah to ex 
preſs infinite extenſion or duration of time; the wo 
Munnuntur in it's abfolute and literal ſenſe will be ſul 
ſequently explained; the word Hazagr, literally i 
nilies a thouſand; Hazaar par Hazaar, thouſand 


upon thouſands, 
66 ger ell 


( 43 ) 
© gerent, and his coadjutors, Biſinoo, 
« and Sieb, and ſaid to themſel ves 
« We Will rule And fearleſs of the 
* omnipotence, and anger of their Crea 
« tor, they ſpread their evil imagina- 
tions amongſt the angelic hoſt, de- 
« ceiyed them, and drewa large portion 
« of them from their allegiance —And 
there was a ſeparation from the throne 
of the eternal oN E. Sorrow ſeized the 
_ * faithful angelic ſpirits, and anguiſh 
6 was now v firſt en in heaven.“ 


) 


4 , 


« 3 


4 # 


: * 
— - 8 r * Ve * * 8 — ä S ny” 8 * BB OS I 9s — - * - ' — 
ä —— —— — — — roms = — a — * 3 SS a — L - = 3 ns — : —— 
M 8 2 —̃ä — 3 3 3 — = pb 4 DES — PFF OS” 7 A rn ' . ; : RE aged — 
"NO I 8 — ERS IS r Pw aA. <LI - - - <4 a . SCP * FKK ES . — 
— 2" — Zo : Is. 3 2 2 Nel 9 on 8 . —ů;*— — — — — "Ea — — 
—— — 3 RES NS. — — * — — = SI 2 - . — — — — — y 
- —_ n "a —— 5 „ . — — — ——__— — . - ——— — — — — F. _ — 2 — — — 2 — > Ss - 5 . 
* 0 * * 2 — —— roi — — > — - WIS 2 — — bl 8 — 3 
<p 01 3 3. : . 8 , _—_— . N ' . o — — — N - 
E — -_ - => : — = Rh — —— — NS N= ts x SI TNT = 
» pun rn A — Sr een — — * — —— 3 w ˙—vrTÃ — — ä 1 
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+ Supreme heaven, literally the great emimence, i 
Mahah, great; and Surgo, high; eminent in al 
ſenſe, the firmament being commonly diſtingui 
by the Gentoos, by the name of Surge. 
© Onder, dark; Onderah, intenſe darkneſs. 


- theothet angelicteaders and fpirits, 


(4), 


Puniſhment of the Delinquent Detid 


Theetetttal on E, whoſe omniſcien 
preſclence and infſuence, extended 
all things, extept the actions 
beings, which he had created n red 
beheld with grief and anger, the 
fection of Moj/aſorr, Rhaabon, a 


Merciful in his wrath, he ſent Bt 
mah, Biſinoo and Sieb, to admoni 
them of their crime, and to perſu 
them to return to their duty; 
but they exulting in the imaginati 
of their independence, continued 
diſobedience.— The eternal ovꝝ i V a: 
commanded Sieb, to go armed vi 
his omnipotence, to drive them fri 
the Mahah Surgo f, and plu 


them into the Onderab 7, t - 
tent! 


Pole t] 
bougl 
8 war 
the ac 
ay 0 
potenc 


hy Sich was ſent on this command has| 
explained in our introduction. 


& don 


( 45 ) 
« doomed ta ſuffer unceaſing /arrews, for 
* Hazgar par Hozaar Munnunturs K. 


tn this place the expreſſion (which we have ex- 5 


160 in 2 W note) means n. 


ee eee e 
| HAT. there was a defection or . 


lion in heaven, the records of antiquity, 
ted and prophane, bear alluſi ve teſtimony 


we will not aver, that this opinion 
ok its riſe from the doctrines of the Bra- 
1, though it is moſt probable it did; be 
is as it may, we cannot help concluding, 
at the conceptions conveyed by the Sha/- 
u, of this extraordinary event, are more 
nſiſtent with, and do greater honor to the 
goity of an omnipotent Being, than thoſe 
nded down to us in fables of the Sages, 


ts and Philoſophers of Egypt, Greece and 


me. From theſe our Milton copied, 
th extravagance of genius and invention. 
ey all, without exception, unworthily im- 
ach God's omnipotence by the powers of 
ntention given to the apoſtate angels, to 
poſe their Creator in arms and battle; and 
hough ſacred writ f ſeems to countenance 
8 warfare in heaven, it can only allude 
the act of expulſion of the delinquents, 
any other interpretation would leſſen om- 
potence. 


= Revelations, a xii. ver. 7. 
The 
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caſe, is utterly repugnant and contradido 


which on ſuch terms-could not have exiſts 


3 636) 
The Sh opens this ſection by detyin 
the preſcience of God touching the aQiug 
of free agents; the Bramins defend t 
dogma. by alleging, his preſcience in ib 


to the very nature and eſſence of free agency 


ll AQ gon as ies ic: 


0 


8E O T. W. 


The Mitigation of the Pains ener if the 
« delinquent Debrah, an their final ſen- 
« 7 10 . ; 


« The rebellious Debtab groanedunder 
« the, diſpleaſure of their Creator in 
the Onderah, for the ſpace of one 
0 Munnuntur; during which period, | ee 
« Birmah, Biftnos and Sieb, and the Wl 
« reſt of the faithful. Debtab, never f 
« ceaſed imploring the eternal oN E, for 
« their pardon and reſtoration. 
Ihe eternal ox E, by their interceſſion 
at length relented, - and although he 
“ could not foreſee. the effect of his 
mercy on the future conduct of the 
delinquents: yet unwilling to relin- Wi 
quiſh the hopes of their repentance, 19 
« he declared his will: That they aa 
“ ſhould be releaſed from the Onderah, 
* and be placed in ſuch a ſtate of 
« tryal and probation, that they ſhall 
* ſtill have power, to work out their 
« own ſalvation. The eternal oNE then 
* promulged. his gracious intentions, 
« anddelegating the power andgovern- 
ment of the W to Bir mab, 
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1 
he retired into himſeſ, and became in 
. | 4 viſihle to all the angelic hoſt, for th 
c ſpace of five thouſand years. 
the end of this period he manifeſt 
„ himſelf again, reſumed the throne 
« light, and appeared in his glory,-A;} 
« the faithful angelic bands, celebrat 
| « his' return in ſongs of gladneſs, 


When all was huſhed !=—the eie 

© nal one faid, Let the Dunneahoud, 

6 of the fifteen Boboans T of purgati 
. s and purification appear, for the 
« ſidence of the rebellious Debtal. 


« Andit inftantly appeared. 


co 


% And the eternal oNE ſaid, Let i 
% 229}, armed with my power, deſc 
& tothe new creation of the Dunntab 
« 4}, and releaſe the rebellious Dev! 
6 from the Onderah, and place th 
in the loweſt of the fifteen Bobo 


“ By Nnoo food before the throne: 
f * fajd, Eternal oN E, I. have done 
. thou haſt commanded.— And 
1 8 Dooneah, or. dunneah, the world, Dunneabut 
| the tworlds, or the univerſe 3 
4 og op 7: or planets. | 
iſinoo 3 ſent. on this ſerviee we ha 
— in our — | 


6 | 


2 


6 # 


| (49) 5 
the faithful angelic hoſt, ſtood with 
« aſtoniſhment,” and' beheld the won- 
t ders, and ſplendor of the new creation 
66 06 the waar gear | 


0. And the Eteriial ONE: Gale again 
e unto Biſinoo and ſaid.—I will form 
% bodjes for each of the delinquent 
„ Debtah, which ſhall for a ſpace be 
their priſon and habitation; in the 
e confines of which, they ſhall be ſub- 
, "6 ject to natural evils, in proportion 
© tothedegreeof their original guilt.— 

. Do thou go, and command them to 
« hold themſelves prepared to enter 
0 therein, and they ſhall obey thee. 


Co And Bi ifs God again befobe the 
„ throne, and bowed and ſaid, Eternal 
* ONE, thy commands are fulflled,— 
& And the faithful angelic hoſt, ſtood 
« again aſtoniſhed,. at the wonders 
they heard, and ſung forth the praiſe 

© und wy: of the Eternal ONE. | 


* 


0 When all was huſhed! theEternal 
& one ſaid again unto Byſnoo, The bodies 
% which I will prepare for the recep- 
tion of the rebellious Debtab, ſhall 
de ſubject to change, decay, death, 
bam Il. E "7" 


and renewal, from tlie prineiples 


| C through thoſe mortal bodies, ſhall the 
« delinquent Debtah undergo alternate- 


„ to, each; — and this ſhall be their 


4 rebellious Debtab ſhall have accom- 


© ſeven tranſmigrations 


cow-houle, 


62 


« wherewith L ſhall form them; and 


« ly eighty ſeven changes, or tranſmigra- 
c tjons.; ſubject more or leſs, to the 
60 conſequences of natural and moral 
6c 7 00s in a juſt proportion to the de- 

“ gree of their original guilt, and a; 
cc their actions through thoſe ſucceſſive 
forms, ſhall correſpond with the li- 
“ mited powers which I ſhall annex 


0 ſtate of fen and Far gan. 
« And it thall be,.— That when the 


« pliſhed and paſſed through the eighty 
they {hall 
< from my abundant favor, animate a 


« new form, and thou Bi Woe — call 


«© it GH 015 4. 


T7 And i it ſhall be. That . the 
mortal body of the Ghoy ſhall by a 
* natural deeay, be > animate, the 
« delinquent. Debtah ſhall, from my 


& fo 7 


« more abundant e animate then : 4 
1 81. me cow; ; Gbojal, cows $ Ghejjalharry, 177 


( 31 


n form of MUR and inthis form 


„Iwill enlarge their intellectual powers, 


and in this form ſhall be their chief 
e ſtate of their trial and probation, 


6 The Ghoij ſhall be, by the delin- 
* quent Debtab, deemed ſacred and 
5 holy, for it ſhall yield them a new 


* them of part of the labor, to which 
% have doomed them.—And they 


*« fleſh of any of the mortal bodies, 
* which I mall prepare for their habita- 
tion, whether it creepeth on Mur to, or 
«* w immeth in Jhaale f, or flyeth in 
« Ou/tmagn , for their food ſhall be 
e the milk of the Ghoy, and the fruits 
5 *'of Murto. | 


. The mortal forms aan I 
** ſhall encompaſs the delinquent Deb- 
tab are the work of my hand, they 
& ſhall not be deſtroyed, but left to 
* their natural decay; therefore which- 


x Mhurg, the common name of map, 3 Murto, 
matter, or earth. 
t Fhoale, water, fluid, t The air. 
"ts E 2 DD hgned 


66 even as when] firſt created them free; 


* and more delectable food, and eaſe 


ſhall not eat of the Ghoij, nor of the 


8 ſoever of the Deb tab, ſhall by de- 
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4 ſigned violence bring about the di- 


« ſolution of the mortal forms, ani- 
. mated by their delinquent brethren, 
« —Thou Steh, ſhalt plunge the of- 


. © fending ſpirit into the Onderdb, for 


« a ſpace, and he ſhall be doomed to 
ce paſs again the eighty-nine' tranſmi- 
<© grations, whatſoever ſtage” he may 
cc he arrived to; at the time of ſuch 
e his offence.— But whoſoever of the 
& delinquent Debtab, ſhall dare to fre: 
% himſelf by violence, from the mortal 
6 form where with I ſhall incloſe him, 

«© —Thou Sieb ſhalt plunge him into 
« the Onderah for ever. He ſhall 
„ not again have the benefit of the 
« fifteen Boboons of purgation, proba- 


3 tion, and purification. 


8 And Iwill diſtinguiſh by tribes and 
& Kinds, the mortal bodies which! have 


«© deſtined for the puniſhment of the 
* delinquent Debtah, and to theſe bodies 
I will give different forms, qualities 
4 and faculties, and they ſhall unite and 
4 propagate each other in their tribe 
and kind, according to a natural 
T impulſe which I will implant in 
„ them; and from this natural union, 
«* there ſhall proceed a ſucceſſion. 0 


« forms; 


the 
lies 
ties 
nd 
-1be 
ral 


— 


( $3 
forms; each in his kind and tribe? 


that the progreſſive tranſmigrations of 
* N e er ſpirits, may not ceaſe. 


cc But whoſoever of the dennquent 
1075 Debrab ſhall nmte with any form out 
«of his own tribe and kind; thou 
« Sieh ſhalt plunge the offending ſpirit 


into the Onderab, for a ſpace, 7 
he ſhall be doomed to paſs through 


« the eighty-nine tranſmigratiotis, at 
„ whatſoever ſtage he may be arrived, 


« at the time he committed __ af 
« fence. 858 5 


And if any of the detinquent 
« Debtah ſhall (contrary to the natural 
„ impulſe which I ſhall implant in the 


forms which they ſhall animate) dare 
* to unite in ſuch unnatural wiſe, as 
may fruſtrate the increaſe of his 


* tribeand kind; thou Sieh ſhalt plunge 
«© them into the Onderah for ever. 

& And they ſhall not again be entitled 
eto the benefit of the fifteen Boboons 


of purgation, PII and purifi- 


be cation. 


0 «The delinquett and unhappy Deb- 


fab, ſhall yet have it in their power, 


K 3 | cc to 


( 54 ) 
ec to leſſen and ſoften their pains and 
* pyniſhment; by the ſweet intercourſe 
* of ſocial compacts; and if they love 
* and cheriſh one another, and do mu- 
te tial good offices, and affiſt and en- 
ce courage each other in the work of 
$ obedience; I will ſtrengthen their 
* good intentions, and they ſhall find 
favor. ut if they perſecute one 
* another, Iwill comfort the perfecuted, 
and the perſeeutors ſhall never enter i 
* the ninth Bobvon, even the ſicſt Bi. 
goon of purification. 


0 


And it ſhall be,. That if the Del. 
e fab benefit themſelves of my favor 
5* 1n their eighty-ninth tranſmigration 
*-of Mhurd, by repentance and good 
works, thou Bin ſhalt receive 
them into thy boſom and convey'them 
5 to the ſecond Boboon of puniſhment 
and purgation, and in this wiſe ſhalt 
** thou do, until they have paſſed pre 
F* greſſtvely the eight Bobcons of puniſh 
ment, purgation, and probation, when 
te their puniſhment ſhall ceaſe, and tho 
t ſhalt convey them to the ninth; eve 
he firſt Bebvon of purification. 


.< 
- 
$ 


635 


„my favor in the eighty-ninth tranſ- 
„ migration of Mburd, according to 
the powers, wherewith T will inveſt 
4 them; — Thou Sieb, Malt return them 
« for a ſpace into the Onderab, and 
« from thence after a time which TI 
* ſhall appoint, BH ſhall replace 
them in the loweft Boboon of puniſh- 
ment and purgation for a — 
« trial; and in this wiſe ſhall they 
« ſyffer, until by their repentance and 
« perſeverance in good works, during 
their eighty-ninth mortaltranfmigra- 
* tion of Mhurd, they ſhall attain the 
„ ninth Boboon, even the firſt of the 
e ſeven Boboons of purification, —For it 
« is decreed that the rebellious Debtah 


« ſhall not enter the Mabah Sur go, 


he > pr-gngþ my face, until they have 

d the eight Boboons of puniſh- 

C ans and the ſeven ä of pu- 
* * rihication. 


„ When the angelic. faithful hoſt, 
heard all-that the Eternal oNE had 
* fpoken, and decreed, concerning the 
< rebellious Debtab; they ſung forth 
6 his Praiſe, his power, and juſtice. 

E 4 66 When 


un But it ſhall be,—That if the re- 
ec bellious Nebrah, do not benefit of 
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e“ When all was huſhed! the Eternal 
. ONE ſaid to the angelic hoſt, I wil 
„„ extend my grace to the rebellious 
„ Debtah, for a certain ſpace, which! 
“vill divide into four Fogues . —In the 
b firſt of the four Fogues, I will, that 
„ the term of their prohation in the 
* eighty-ninth tranſmigration of Mr 
8 ſhall extend to 100,000, years—in 
«the ſecond of the four Jogues, their 
te term of their probation. in Mbhurd, 
1} nn be abridged to Jo, ooo years 
in the third of the four Jogues it 
$6 « fall be yet abridged to 1000 years 
and in the fourth Fegue to 100 
: '$© years only—And the angelic hof, 
celebrated in ſhouts of Joy, the 

& mercy and forbearance of God. 


. When all Was Ld ' e 

e ONE ſaid, It ſhall be, — That whe 

te the ſpace of time, which I hare 

b decreed for the duration of the Dun 

« neaboudah, and the ſpace which my 

& mercy has allotted for the probatio 

* of the fallen Debtab, ſhall be ac 

te compliſhed, by the revolutions of thy 
« four Fogues,—in that day, ſhoul 
e there be any of them who remainin! 


? * Joguer,. ge en periods of time. 
0 “ reprobats 


{93 
& reprobate, have not paſſed the eighth 
« Boboon of puniſhment and probation, 
« and have not entered the ninth Bo- 
goon, even the firſt Bohoon of purifi- 


« my power, caſt them into the Onde- 
ab for ever.—And thou ſhalt then 
« deſtroy the eight Boloons of puniſh- 
« ment, purgation and probation, and 
„they ſhall. be no more.—And thou 
4 Bi/inoo ſhalt yet for a ſpace preſerve 
the ſeven Bohoons of purification, 


of my grace and mercy, have by thee 
« been . purified from their ſin —— 
* and in the day when that ſhall be 
% accompliſhed, and they art reſtored 
«to their ſtate, and admitted to my 
* preſence, —thou Sieb ſhalt then de- 


and they ſhall be no more. 
And the angelic faithful hoſt trem- 
„ bled at the power, and words of 
* the Eternal oNE. 


« The Eternal ox E, ſpoke again and 
* ſaid. I have not withheld my mercy 


* reſt. of the leaders of the rebellious 
* Devtahz 


4 cation; thou Sieh ſhalt, armed with 


until the Debtah, who have benefited 


* ftroy the ſeven Boboans of purification, 


from Moiſaſoor, Rhaboon, and the 
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. Debtah but as they thirſted f 


cc 8 of purgation and Probatio 
/ < expoſed 2 to the — tem 


4 and ** 


“ communed amongſt themſelves, 
„ Bz/inoo, beſought the Eternal ox E.t 
<« ſcend occaſionally to the eight 


{ 58. ) 


* power, I will enlarge their power 


* evi/;—— they ſhall have liberty 
4 pervade, and enter into the el 


% and the delinquent Debtab, ſhall 


< tations, that firſt inſtigated their 
£ volt: but the exertion of thoſe 
* larged powers, which I will give 
ce the rebellious leaders, ſhall be 70 4 
the ſource of aggravated guilt, : 
« puniſhment;.and the refiftance m 
< to their temptations, by the pervert 
„ Debiab, ſhall be t me the gr 
4 Proof, of the ſincerity af their forn 


os The Eternal ONE ceaſed,—! 
& the faithful hoſt ſhouted forth ſo 
& of praiſe and adoration, mixed v 
I grief, and lamentation for the i 
& of their lapſed brethren. ——T 


« with one voice by the mouth 


«they might have permiſſion to 


<&, boos of puniſhment, and purgat! 
to aſſume the form of Mburi, 


3 


„F > 
& by their preſence, council and ex- 
« ample,” guard the unhappy and per- 
« yerted Debtah, againſt the further 
« temptations of *  Moifafoor, and the 
« rebelhous leaders. The Eternal oN 
« affented, and the faithful heavenly 


k bands, ſhouted their ſongs of glad- 


« neſs and thankſgiving, 
00 « When all was huſhed ! the Eternal 


& ox fpake again, and ſaid, Do thou 
« Birmah, atrayed in my glory, and 


«armed with my power, deſcend to 


the loweſt Boboon of puniſhment:and 


urgation, and make known to the 
1 rehellious Debtah, the words that I 
* have uttered, and the decrees which 


„have pronounced againſt them, and 
“ ſee they enter into the bodies, which 


* Thave prepared for them. 
« And Birmab ſtood before the 


* throne, and ſaid, Eternal oN E, I have 


done as thou haſt commanded.— 
Ihe delinquent Debtab rejoice in 
©thy'mercy, confeſs the juſtice of thy 
* deerees, avow their ſorrow and re- 
© peritance, and have entered into the 
% mortal bodies which thou haſt Pre- 
pared for them.” * 
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* E Cnc * 1 a Literal W : 
lation from the Chartah. Bhade of EG 

mak, as we deſpaired of reaching the i y ho 
Iime ſtile and diction of the original ;{ffatitud 
will not we hope be diſpleaſing to our Mo 
der, if we aſſiſt his memory and recold diene 
tion by a recapitulation of the ground vH ed 
of theſe doctrines, preſented to him in n. 
connected view; the more eſpecially, vH af 
ſhall, alſo be thereby the better enabled Mer/c 
I en our neceſſary explanatory remarks. o ret: 
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J We bane ſeen that the original FI (mand 
> nw of Bramab are ſimple and ſubliſ e exc 
comprehending the Whole compaſs of 

that is; God, Angels, the viſible and i. a 
ſible worlds, man and. beaſts; and is e ; 
prized under the following articles of he 
ente creed. n wit DEL Irelen 


3 That there is one Gord, 3 om 
i fic, omnipotent, and omniſcient, in all thi py ſiti 
| | 4 excepting a preſcience of the future adi crea; 
| of free agents.—That God from an impuls in 
divine love and goodneſs, firſt created Tie de! 
angelic perſons to whom he gave precedeſ ted 
though not in equal ** ſeven 
alter 
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ervyards from the ſame impulſe created 
angelic hoſt, whom he placed in ſub- 
tion to Birmab his firſt created, and to 
in and Sieb, as coadjutors to Bir mah. — 


7 ſhould all be partakers of his glory and 
titude, on the eaſy conditions of their 
knowledging him their Creator, and paying 


ated perſonages, whom he had put over 
m. That, in-proceſs of time, a large por- 
n of the angelic hoſt, at the inſtigation 
Moiſaſoor and others of their chief lea- 
v rebelled and denyed the ſupremacy of 
Creator, and refuſed obedience to his 
mands. That in conſequence the rehels 
e excluded heaven, and the fight of their 
ator, and doomed to languiſh for ever in 
wo and darkneſs. That, after a time, 


| the reſt of the faithful angelic beings, 
lrelented, and placed the delinquents in 
ure ſufferable ſtate of puniſhment and 
ation, with powers to gain their loſt 
y ſituation. hat for that purpoſe a 
"creation of the viſible and. inviſible 


lie delinquents.— That the new creation 
liſted of fifteen regions, ſeven below, 
ſeven above this terraqueous globe, and 

; —_— 


* 


God created them all free, and intended 


dience to him, and to the three primary 


the interceſſion of the three primary, 


ds inſtantaneoufly took place, deſtined 


by God, for the rebel angels, in hich i 


ject to natural and moral evils, more or 


they ceaſe from puniſhment, and gait 


rebellion; yet, they are not perm 


( 62) | 
that this globe and the ſeven regions be 
it are ſtages of puniſhment and purgaj 
and the ſeven above ftages of purifict 
and conſequently that this globe is the eig 
laſt and chief ſtage of puniſhment, purgu 
and trial. That mortal bodies were prepyi{eque 


tre 


were for a ſpace to be impriſoned, and { 


painful in proportion to their original gi 
and through which they were doomed 
tranſmigrate under eighty- nine diff 
forms, the laſt into that of man, when 
powers of the animating rebel ſpirits, 
ſuppoſed to be enlarged equal to the 
of their firſt creation.—Thet under this f 
God reſts his chief expectations of h pc 
repentance and reſtoration, and if they | 
and continue reprobate under this form, 
are returned to the loweſt region, and 
tenced to go through the ſame courſe of 
niſhment; until they reach the ninth re 
or firſt ſtage of purification, where altho 


miſſion and forgiveneſs of their gui 
itt 
enter heaven, nor behold their Creator, ¶ part 
fore they have paſſed the ſeven region ned 
purification——That the rebel-leader 

power given them by God, to enter 


„ 
regions of puniſhment and probation, 
that the faithful angelic ſpirits, had per- 
ion occaſionally to deſcend to thoſe re- 
;s, to guard the dehnquents againſt the 
we attempts of their leaders. — And that, 
zquently, the ſouls, or ſpirits which ani- 


xs in a ftate of puniſhment, for a lapſe 
n innocence, in a pre- exiſtent ſtate.“ 


e will preſume to ſay, that the i ference 


original tenets of the Chartab Bbade, 
| now appear ſo obvious to the learned 
curious reader, that a further diſcuſſion 
his point, is we conceive needleſs, and 
Id in truth be a tacit reflection upon his 
randing.——Yet we are far from con- 
ning the authors, who have treated on 
bbje&t; they took their information from 
det lights they had 3—at is only to be 
ned, chat in place of drinking at the 
tun head, they have ſwallowed the 

Wy ſtreams which flowed from the Char- 
N Aug /htorrab Bhades—The author on 
eparture from Benga/ in the year 1750, 
ned himſelf well informed in the Gen- 
religion, his knowledge had been ac- 
by converſations with the Bram 


e every mortal form, are delinquent 


meen the doctrines hitherto imputed, to 
2 ancient people, when compared with 
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of thoſè Bhades who were near, as little 
quainted with the Chartab Bhade of N 
mab, as he was himſelf, and he had t 
thoughts of obtruding his crude notions 
the public, had not a different neceſſary; 
Oe of his time n prevented U 


- Wheny we coral . portions of Mah 


account of the rebellion and expulſion of 


angels, we are almoſt led to imagine, 
compariſon, that Bramah and he were 
inſtructed by the ſame ſpirit ; had not 
ſoaring, ungovernable, inventive geniu 
the latter, inſtigated him to iluſtrat 

with ſcenes too ' groſs and ludicn 


as well as manifeſtly repugnant to, and 


conſiſtent with, ſentiments we ought to 
tertain of an omnipotent Being (as be 


_ remarked) in which we rather fear he 


inſpired} by one of theſe malignant ff 
(alluded to in the Sab and elſewt 
who have from their original defection, | 
the_declared enemies of God and Man, 
For however we are aſtoniſhed and admit 
ſublimity of Milton's genius, we can hi 
ſometimes avoid concluding his con 
truely diabolical * this by the by. 


„Gr ende are now poſſeſſed * the 
time of a faithful account of the Me 


13830 

gebgks of the Bramins—commonly called 
the tranſmigration of ſouls, a term hitherto 
we believe little underſtood, that this doc- 
ine was originally peculiar to the Gentocs, 
not admit of doubt, although in after 


ind by ſome ſects amongſt 2 Chinęſe and 


barine, and was a convert to it, labored 
p introduce it amongſt his country- men the 
reeks, but failed in the attempt. He ſuc- 
eded better with them in the theogony, coſ- 
nogony and mythology of the Bramins 
ugbtorrah Bhaae Shaftah, although theſe 


paſtituted no o part of the original theology 
k 


As 1 we have ee a part expreſly for a 

ation on the doctrine of the Meremp- 
0, we will avoid further mention of it 
re; but as the Bramius of the Chartah and 
Wwbtorrab Bhades, ineuleate and teach many 
rollary branches of doctrine which ſpring 
im this root, it is neceſſary that we recite 
tew of the moſt eſtabliſhed ones. 


When the delinquent Debrab, by the 
ediation of Birmah, Biſinoo and Moiſoor, 
d the faithful angelic hoſt, were releaſed 
om the Ge; all, except Moiſaſcor, 
rart TH, F  Rhaabon, 


mes it was embraced by the Egyptian Magi, 


Dartars.——Pythagaras, who favored this 
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(6) 
| Rhaabon, and the reſt of the rebel leaders, 
were ſo ſtruck with the goodneſs and mercy 

of the Eternal oNE, that they perſevered ina 
pious reſignation and true penitence, during 
the firſt of the four Fogues, and multitude 
aſcended, and paſſed through the fifteen 
Boboons, and regained their forfeited eftate, ile t. 
— This period of time is called in the $ha{-lducec 
tab the Suttee Fogue, when the term of the u 
ſpirits probation in Mhurd, was extendei egait 
to one hundred thouſand years. 


& In theſecondof the four Fogues, Moiſaſo 
and the rebel leaders ſo effectually exerteiling 
their influence over the delinquent Debt: reb 
that they ſoon began to forget their crinﬀeptior 
and diſregard their puniſhment in the Ou e & 
rab; they rejected the councils and example a 
of the guardian Debtah, and ſtood a „ec eats o. 
time in defiance of their Creator; and Moiſ A aſanc. 
foor drew over one third of the remainin 
unpurified ſpirits. This period is diſtin 
guiſhed in the Stab, by the name of thiliearied 
Tirtab Fogue, in which the Eternal ov 
retrenched the term of the ſpirits probatic 
in Mhurd, to ten thouſand years. In tl 
Jogue however, many perſevered in good 
neſs, aſcended through the fifteen Bobo, 
and regained the Mabab Surgo, „ent 
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( 67 ) 
« ta the third of the four. Fogues, Moiſaſcor%s 


of the eight Baboons of puniſhment-and pro- 
bation. This period is called in the Shaftah, 
the Dugpaar, or Dwapaar Tegue, in which 
the term of probation in Mhurd, was re- 
duced to one thouſand years; yet in this 
ie there were many who aſcended and 
ſegained the Mabab Sur go. | 


full poſſeſſion of the hearts of the remaining 
klinquent Debtah as when they firſt roſe 
rebellion with him, with vety few ex- 
eptions; this period i in the Shaſtah is called 
he Kolee Fogue, in which the term of pro- 
ation in Mburd is limited to one hutidred 
ears only. Vet even this Jogue affords ſome 
ſtances of the delinquent ſpirits ſurmount- 
dy the eight lower Boboons, by penitence 
d good works; notwithſtanding the un- 

earied diligence of Maiſaſoor, Rhanbon, and 

reſt of the rebellious leaders, and delin- 
at Debtah, who had a ſecond time fallen 

2 his influence.“ 


The four Fogues or ages having been ſo 
quently mentioned in the laſt paragraphs, 
cannot do better than explain their mean- 


* A ing 


1 


influence increaſed, and he drew over half 
of the remaining unpurified ſpirits, in each 


in the fourth Fogue, Moi iſa gor acquired 
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. 0 
ing here, as ſuch explanation would prove 
too long for a note, it may be remembered, 
they are called the Suttee Fogue, the Jirtab 
Jogue, the Duapaar Fogue, and the Kol- 
Jogue; we will ſpeak to each in their order, 


The Suttee Fogue, or the firſt age, literally 
the age of truth, figuratively the age of 
goodneſs; in this age Eudber is fabled to be 
born, according to the Aughtorrah Bhade; 
and appointed King of the Univerſe—the 
word Endeer literally ſignifies good, and i 
in that Shaſtab oppoſed to Moi/aſorr or wil 
and the various battles {aid to be fought be 
tween. this rebel angel and Endeer, and thei 
deſcendants in every Fogwe, allegorically ex 
hibit the conflicts and progreſs of good ani 
evil in the univerſe; | Endeer's being ap 
pointed univerſal Monarch in the Sutte 
Jogue, alludes to the ſtate of the deli 
quent Debtab in this age, upon their eme 
ging from the Onderab, when the impteſ 
ſion of God's mercy acted ſo powerfully ¶ em in 
their hearts, as to preſerve them in penitenq 
and purity, during this age, notwithſtanding 
the utmoſt efforts of Moiſaſoor (or evil aj 
his adherents, to engage them in a ſeco 
defection.—From the word Suttee (trut 
the word Sanſah in Bengals, and Sutch, 

the Moors are derived,—any one acquaint 


gnifies 
Wugbtor 
ned ir 
dor of 


( 6 % 

in the leaſt degree with thoſe tongues, knows 
that the phraſe Sanſab  Korah, in the one, 
nd Sutch Bbaar, in the other, is commonly 
uſed to aſſert the verity of any thing ad- 
nced, and ſimply ſignifies, words of truth, 


The Tirtab 
he term prefixed to this age, the order of 
e Jogues ſhould ſeem inverted, as the word 


e words teen, tarab, tiſe, treſe, and tetreſe, 


nenty-three, thirty and thirty-three, are all 
knvatives from the Sanſcrit, Tirtah, or 
rea, as it is ſometimes wrote, and means 
he third, but oftener the 74:rd part, as in 
be preſent inſtance, where the term Jirtab 
eue given to the ſecond age, is alluſive to 
he ſecond defection of one third of the re- 
wining unpurified delinquent ſpirits, from 


em in the Suffee Fogue. In this age Rhaam 
fabled to be born for the protection of the 
linquent Debtab, againſt the ſnares and 
tempt of Mofſaſoor and his adherents.— 

be word Rbaam in the Sanſcrit, literally 
kufes protector, but in many parts of the 


, lughtorrah Bhade this perſonage is men- - 
m ned in a more extended ſenſe, as the pro- 


vr of kingdoms, ſtates and property.— 
3 Rhaam ! 


Jogue, or ſecond age. By 


1 its ſimple conſtruction fignifies FH fd. 


chich expreſs the numbers three, thirteen, 


hat penitence and purity which governed 


72 
1 


— — — 7 
— ———— — . — 2 
— 2 OOO” OI OTE * — ' 
* 


0s TI ne ar, Bil he 
— ä—q—U— — — 
„ I > - 
- = - Ag — 2 EA 
—— 
— 


— 


— — 1 2 — 8 =. 
» _— — — 


. ————— 


p , 7 

. th 
. 
14 

i 4 

N NS 

5 


— 
2 


— — 


. * 
A — 


— 3 
——— 


Pr 
2 


— — < — 


> 
— ——ũ - ene ——— Se cate ine hom I... — I 
— — — 


r 2 Oy — 
* 7 — — — 
= a: 
— — OC — 


 Rhaam! Rhaam! is uſed as a pious ſalut- Ju 


( 50 ) 


tion, between two _ Gentoos when they meet Io 
in the morning, thereby recommending each 25 
other's perſon and * to the proteQiog bet 
of this Demi-god. E 
The Duapaar Fogue, or chird n "ua 
term prefixed to the third age, alludes t 8 
the ſecond defection from penitence ani 1 
goodneſs of one half of the remaining unpuMf mY 
rified Debtah—dquga, or dwa ſimply ſignifi 1 
two, or the ſecond, but here by the additi 1 
of paar, it means the half; thus duapas 75 
deen, expreſſes half the day, and duapas FC 
rhaat, half the night,——that 1 is if the phrak r 
iſſues from the mouth of a polite * i 
but the vulgar would ſay adah deen and adi nj 
rhaat, adah being the common Bengal wordMl © © 
for half. In the beginning of this Jeg 7 
the Aughtorrah Bhage fixes the birth of K - , 
en Tagbeor.— Tlie word kifſen in the San 45 
Aerit ſignifies a ſcourge, and this being | i 5 
in that Bhade frequently diſtinguiſhed as th * 
ſcourge of tyrants and tyranny.—T agorr l % : 
terally means revered, reſpected, and is "a 
common appellation given to Bramins, bie 


The Kolee Fogue, or the fourth and Pl eh 
ſent age. Holee in the Sanſcrit ſignifies col 


ruption, pollution, impurity, conſequent 
ole 


„ 

Kolee Fogue means the age of pollution. 
In this age (ſay the Bramins children ſhall 
hear falſe witneſs againſt their parents, and 
before the expiration of it—the ſtature of 
the Mhurd by the wickedneſs of the rebel- 
tous Debtab that animates it, ſhall be ſo re- 
duced, that he will not be able to pluck a 
Bygon {berengelah * ) without the help of a 
hooked ſtick, —We have often, whilſt at the 
head of the judicial court of Cutcherry at 
| Calcutta, heard the moſt atrocious murders 
and crimes confeſſed, and an extenuation of 
them attempted, by pleading, it was the 
Kolee Fogue,—How far the poetical conceits 
of Ovid, and others, touching the golden, 
Kc. ages, have been framed from Bramah's 
fuur Fogues, we leave to the inveſtigation of 
the curious, | 


It is an eſtabliſhed doctrine of the Augh- 
rrab Bhade, that the three primary created 
perſonages, as well as the reſt of the hea- 
renly angelic faithful ſpirits, have from time 
to time according to the permiſſion given 
them by God, deſcended to the eight Bo- 
ns of puniſhment, and have voluntarily 
lubjeted themſelves to the feelings of na- 
tural and moral evil, for the ſake of their 
brethren, the delinquent Debtab. And to 
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ſel or example; ſo that they are in a mannet 


Jaſcor. ——But that there are ſtill in every 


( 98.) 
this end, have undergone the eighty-ninf 
tranſmigrations “; and that it is thoſe bene. Whaue 
volent ſpirits, who have at different time Wer ſ⸗ 
appeared on this earthly region, under the | 
mortal forms and names of Endeer, Bra. Whiilb! 
mah, Yaggernaut, Kifſen Tagoor, Rhaan, 
Luccon, Kalkee, (or Kallee ) Surſuttee, Gun. WM Alth 
nig, Kartic,, &c—that have oppoſed and 
fought againſt Moz/aſoor, Rhaabon, and their Wi free 
iniquitous adherents——and. have proved | 
themſelves under the various characters of 
Kings, Generals, Philoſophers, Lawgiven 
and Prophets, ſhining examples to the de- mp 
linquent Debtab, of ſtupendous courage, for- Nen th 
titude, purity and piety. That their viſita- Wh, pet 
tions were frequent during the Tirtab, and r, 
Duapaar Fogues, but rare ſince the com- lem 
mencement of the Klee Fogue; becauſe in 
this age the delinquent Debtaꝶ in general ate 
deemed utterly reprobate, and hardened in 
their wickedneſs beyond the power of coun- 


Aug 
nate 


led i 


U 
left, and given up to their o powers, and | 
abandoned to the full influence of Me k. 
zious 
Iculay 
nd « 
nal wy 
her t1 


d, v 


* Hence the Gentoos dread of killing even by acci- 
dent any thing that has life, as thereby they may not 
only diſpoſſeſs the ſpirits of their allied Debtab, but 
alſo, thoſe of the celeſtial Debtah,” who are working 
for their redemptio n 


period | 


\ 


. 
riod of time ſome few inſtances of the de- 


ar ſalvation, and that when this is mani- 
to God, he permits the celeſtial Debrab 
ably to aid, confirm, and ſupport them. 


Athough the Sha/fah of Brumab denies 
preſcience of God reſpecting the actions 
free-agents, yet the Bramins maintain 
this knowledge extends to the thoughts of 
ereated being, and that the moment a 
ght is conceived by the ſoul or ſpirit, it 
ympathetically conveyed to God.—lt is 
u this principle that the adorations, pray= 
, petitions and thankſgivings, which the 
ur prefer tothe Deity himſelf, are offered 


n- ems ſilenee; but it is not ſo with regard 
in le invocations and worſhip, inſtituted by 


Hughtorrah Bhade to be paid to the ſub- 


1n- Wed in loud prayer, joined to the clang 
nerWOruious muſical inſtruments. hs 
nd N £ 3 Lk 

ſa· Ne have already Nightly touched on the 
ery Nous veneration paid to the GD in a 


cular diſtrict of Benga//, although it is 


_ md doubt, that their devotion to this 
bal was univerſal throughout Hudhgſtan in 


ker times,—The original ſource of this 
WK, was of a two-fold nature, as a reli- 
. gious 


nquents exertion of their oπ⁹ꝛn powers for 


nate celeſtial beings, for theſe are ad- 


© - i 9 
gious and political inſtitution: firſt, in ar; 
gious ſenſe; as holding in the rotation of t 
Metempſychofis, the rank immediately yr 
ceding the human form ; this conception 
the true cauſe of that devout, and ſometin 
enthuſiaſtic veneration paid to this animat 
form, for the Bramins inculcate that whi 
the GHoij ſuffers death by accident or y 
Jence, or through the neglect of the own 
it is a token of God's wrath againſt 
wickedneſs of the ſpirit of the proprit 
who from thence is warned that at the dil 
Jution of his human form, he will not 
deemed worthy of entering the firſt Bobon 
purification, but beagain condemned toret 
to the loweſt region of puniſhment ; he 
it is, that not only mourning and lamer 
tion enſue on the violent death of either 
or calf—but the proprietor is frequently 
Joined, and often yoluntarily undertake 
three years pilgrimage in expiation of 
crime, forſaking his family, friends and 
lations, he ſubſiſts during his pilgrimag 
charity and alms,—It is worthy rem 
that the penitent thus circumſtanced, 
meets with the deepeſt commiſeration, a 
ſtate is deemed truely pitiable; two inſt 
have fallen within our own knowledgew 
the penitents have devoted themſelves tt 
ſeryice of God, and a pilgrimage during 
term of their life. 


Seco 


( 39) 

| Secondly y, the Ghoy is venerated by the 
vas in a political ſenſe, as being the moſt 
ful and neceſſary of the whole animal 
ration; to a people forbid feeding on 
geln, or on any thing that had breathed the 
rath of life; for it not only yielded to 
em delectable food, but was otherways 
ſentially ſerviceable in the cultivation af 
heir lands; on which depended their vege⸗ 
able ſubſiſtence. 


The Gent oos hold that the females of all 
imated forms are, more or leſs, favored of 
od, but more eminently in the form of 
hab in the eighty-ninth tranſmigra- 
n; the word ſignifies excellent, and is ap- 
ied to the female of Mhurd; Rhaan is the 
mmon name for woman, though it uſually 
ens a married Mzayah, and the Gentoo 
nceſſes have no higher title than Rhaanee. 
e female or Moiyab of Mhurd, is ſup- 
ſed to be animated by the moſt benign and 
: t culpable of the apoſtate angels, and 
lt from this form, in every period of the 
Togues, an infinitely greater number 
the delinquent ſpirits, have entered the 


region of purification, than from the 
n of Mhurd. 


The ſadden death of infants, the Bramins 
5 marks the ſpirits favored of God, and 
that 


CT. 
that it is immediately received into the boſon 
of Bi ano, the preſerver) and conveyed t 
the firſt x A my of þ urification.—The fudde 
death of adults, on the contrary, they pr, 
nounce à mark of God's wrath againſt th 

| animating ſpirit, as it's term of probation i 

 Mburd, is cut ſhort.— The great age 0 
man, When it is accompanied with the en 
joyments of his faculties and'underſtanding 
is pronounced by the Bramins to be thi 
greateſt bleſſing God can beſtow upon thi 
mortal ſtate, as thereby the term of th 
ſpirits probation is prolonged; adding thatth 
limited ſpace of, one hundred years, decree 
by Godin the preſent Kolee Fogue, is full ho 
for the works of repentance and goodnel 
and that when the life and underttanding 1 
preſerved beyond that limited term, it oug 
to be deemed a ſignal mark of God's ſpeci 
grace ang aver: 7 


Longevity, in (what we call) the bru 
creation, is by the Bramins eſteemed a ma 
of the great delinquency of the ſpirits whid 
animate thoſe tribes, becauſe they are ſo lo 
debarred and with-held from their great a 
chief ſtate of probation in Mhurd,—Tl 
Gentoos eſtimate the greater or leſſer delit 
quency of the apoſtate ſpirits, by the ck 


of mortal forms they are doomed to 9 
t 


ame 


«& 
$ 


( 77. ) l 

1s, all voracious and unclean animals are 
poſed to be animated: by the moſt malig- 
ant ſpirits 3 —if a hog or dog touch a Gen- 
w, he is defiled, not from the animal form, 
u from the perſwaſion, that the Debtah 
imating that form, is a malignant ſpirit. 
Avery voracious animal, that inhabits the 
arth, air and waters, — men whoſe lives 
1d actions are publickly and atrociouſly 
picked, come under that claſs of ſpirits.— 
In the contrary, thoſe ſpirits that animate 
be forms which ſubſiſt on vegetables, and 
þ not prey s each other, are pronounced 


yored of God. 


The general warfare which is obſerved in 
e animal world, whereby the deſtruction 


ſüſtence of others, the Bramins aſſert is 


te moſt guilty of the apoſtate angels, who 


nt to __ other, every of. theſe tribes 
ring adeſtiged prey to one another. — The 
ktural enmity which ſome claſles of ani- 
ls bear to others, whereby they live in a 
wtinued tate of war and contention, when- 
kt they meet, although they do not fub- 
on each other, - proceeds they fay from 
i ſame caufe; the delinquent Debtab being 
deſtined 


one ſpecies is the neceſſary ſupport and 
e lot of puniſhment decreed by God for 


chr made his inftruments of puniſh- / 


= © 
deſtined as a puniſhment, in thoſe forms; 


tara] 
exerciſe that propenſity to hatred, envy, ar . 


uth 


animoſity, on one another, which they Hs 
ſo impotently dared to exert againſt ti rec 
Creator 4 d pro 

ling 


The rotation of animal forms deſtinedi her a 
the habitation of the delinquent Debtab, M unt 
not, ſay the Bramins, preciſely the ſame, ¶ piti 


repetition of theeighty=ninetranſmigrationncer 
but are arbitraty and reſts with the will WM juſt « 
God; but it is their belief that the le uni. 
euilty of the Debtab, tranſmigrate or blag 


through thoſe forms which by their natu 
are deſtined to ſubſiſt on the vegetable cre 
tion; and that the three changes immediate 
preceding the ſpiftts animating the “ 
(that f is the eighty-fifth, eiglity-ſixth, : d tria 
eighty- ſeventh) are into the moſt innoceiffMowed 
of the ſpecies of b:rds, the goa? and ance 
ſheep, the animals moſt favored of Gl 
next to the Ghorj and Mhurd,—From hen 
the rigid Bramins execrate with bittern 
[ the cruelty of thoſe nations, who wicke 

| and wantonly ſelect and ſlaughter thet 
| beloved created forms of God, namely 
| birds, the goat, the ſheep, arid the c- 
to ſatisfy their unnatural luſt of appet! 
in defiance not only to his expreſs comma 
and prohibition, but in oppoſition to | 
| . | nal 


iet 
t thi 
lich tl 
Ire th: 


(79) 


th and digeſtive faculties of Mhurd,which 
ks him, deſtined with other forms moſt 
red of God, to feed and ſubſiſt on the fruits 
{produce of the earth, with the additional 
ſing of the milk of the Gh9y, and of 
her animals, —For this degeneracy, they 
unt no otherwiſe, than piouſly lamenting 
e pitiable ſtate of Miurd, ſince the com- 
ncement of the Kolee Fogue, adding, that 
F juſt conſequence the tranſgreſſion carries 
puniſhment along with it, for by this aſ- 
blage of unnatural and forbidden food, 
ety_of diſeaſes are entailed, which cut 
It the term of probation in Mhurd, by 


Ire than half of that ſpace of indulgence 
( trial which his Creator has graciouſly 
towed upon him, and which he by a freſh 


ects, 


Odin his fifteenth book of Metamorpho- 
ntroduces Pythagorasdiſſuading mankind 
m killing and feeding on his fellow crea- 
8. Our readers will excuſe us, if we tranſ- 
e ſuch parts of his pathetic arguments, 
ve ſtrictly in point with the ſubject of the 
ding paragraph. | | 


- 


ral and obvious conſtruction of the 


ich the delinquent ſpirit robs himſelf of 


tance of his diſobedience, ungratefully : 


; 1 


1 MLT 
i T6 


——_—_— = = 


( 8 ) 


1 He firſt the taſte of fleſh, from tables drove, 


And argued well, if arguments could moye, 
Q mortals! from your fellows blood abſtain, 
Nor taint your bodies, with a food prophane ; 

While corn and pulſe by nature are beſtow'd, 
And. planted orchards bend their willing ny” 
While labor'd gardens wholeſome herbs 8 
And teeming vines afford their gen'rous juice; 

Nor tardier 1 of cruder kind are loſt, 
But tam'd by fire or mellow'd by the froſt; 
While kine to pails, diſtended udders bring, 
And bees their honey, redolent of ſpring ; 
While earth, not only can your needs ſupply, 
But laviſh of her ſtores, provides for luxury ; 
A guiltleſs feaſt, adminiſters with eaſe; 


And without blood, is prodigal to pleaſe; 


Wild beaſts their Hats: with their flain brethren 


And yet not all,—for ſome refuſe to kill; 


Sheep, goats, and oxen, and the nobler ſteed, 
On browſe and corn, and flow'ry meadows feed; 


Bears, tigers, wolves, the angry lions brood, 


Whom heaven endu'd with principles of blood, 
He wiſely ſunder'd, from the reſt to yell, 
In foreſt, and in lonely caves to dwell ; 


Where ftronger beaſts oppreſs the weak by night, 
And all in. prey, and purple feaſts delight. 


4 O impious ufe ! to Nature's laws oppoſed, 
Where bowels are in others bowels cloſed; 
Where fatten'd, by their fellows? fat they thrive, 


Maintain'd by murder, and by death * live ; ; 


l; 


( 8#- ) 
is Fs then for -hought, that mother Earth proyides | 
The ſtores of all ſhe ſhows; and all ſhe hides ; 

{men with:fleſliy morſels mult be fed, any 
id chaw with bloody teeth the breathing breads 99 
ut elſe is this, but to devour our gueſts, c 

ld barb'rouſly renew Cyclopean feaſts: 
eby deſtroying life, our life ſuſtain, 
nd gorge th ungodly wy with meats wor gen | 


« Not ſo the golden TI who fed on fruit, 75 
dor durſt with bloody meals their mouths pollute 3 
hen birds, in airy ſpace, might ſafely move, 
{ tim'rous hares on heaths ſecurely rove, | 
ir needed fiſh the guileful hooks to fear, 
or all was peaceful, .and that peace. ſincere. 5 
ſhoever Was the wretch, and curs'd be he, 
ut envy'd firſt, our food's ſimplicity; 
r eſſay of bloody feaſts, on brutes began, 
d after forged the ſword to murder man 
| he the ſharpened ſteels alone employed 
beaſts of prey, which other beaſts deſtroyed,  - 
nan- invaded, with their fangs and paws, 
s had been juſtified by Nature's laws, 
elf defence: but who did feaſts begin 
feb, he ſtretch'd neceſſity, to fin. 
kill man-killers, man has lawful power, 
t not the extended licence to devour. 


Il habits: gather, by unſeen degrees, 

looks make rivers,” rivers run to ſeas z 

de ſow, with her broad ſnout, for rooting up, i 
entruſted ſped, was judg'd to ſpoil the crop; 
intercept the ſweating farmer's hope. 
art II. G The 
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The covetous churl, of es kind, 
The offender to the bloody prieſt refign'd ; 
Her hunger was no plea, for that ſhe 47 
The goat came next in order to be tried. 
The goat had crap'd the tendrils of the vine, | 
In vengeance the laity, and clergy join, 
Where one had loſt his profit, one his wine. 
Here was, at leaſt, ſome ſhadow of offence; 
The ſheep was ſacrificed, on no pretence, 
But meek, and unreſiſting i innocence. 
A patient, uſeful creature, born to bear, | 
The warm and woolly fleece, that cloth'd her murders Tom 
And daily to give down the milk ſhe bred, 
A tribute for the graſs on which the fed: 
Living both food and raiment ſhe ſupplies, | | 
And is of leaſt advantage when the dies. g 


Ce W did the-eeiliigoon; his death deſerve, 
A downright ſimple drudge, and born to ſerve ?- 
O tyrant ! with what juſtice canſt thou hope, 
The promiſe of the year a plenteous crop; 
When thou deſtroy'ſt thy lab' ring ſteer,, who till'd 
And plough'd with pain, thy elſe ungrateful field; 
From his yet retking neck, to draw the yoke, 
That neck with which the ſurly clods he broke; 
| And to the hatchet, yield thy huſbandman, 
4 Who finiſhed autumn, and the ſpring began. 


* Nor this alone] but heaven itſelf to bribe, 
We to the gods, our impious acts aſcribe; 
Firſt recompence with death,” their creatures toil, 
Then call the bleſt above to ſhare the ſpoil, - 

3 


. 
The faireſt victim, muſt the pbw ts appeaſe | 
($9 fatal tis ſometimes p much to biens 1 
4 purple fillet his braad brow. adorns, 
With fow'xy garlands cron d and vilded hortiss 8: 
He hears the werd ron prajer the prieſt ptefers, - 
But underſtands not I tis his doom he hears : 
Bcholds the meal, betwixthis temples caſt, 
The fruit and ae! of his labors paſty} 
nd in the water, views perhaps the knit: 
Uplifted to;deprive him of his life 
Then broken, up alive, his entrails ſhed I 111 
Torn out for prieſts E inſpect the gods decrees, 


« From Whenee; O mortal man ! this 1 of blood 
ve you deriv'd ? and interdicted food? 

| taught by me; this dire delight to ſhun, © f 
Warn'd by my precepts} by my practice, won; 
And when you eat the well-deſerving beaſt, 

Think, on the lab ret of youu field; you feaſt | 


Ly hen let not nity be put to flight, 
o pleaſe the taſte of glutton appetite ; 
it ſuffer inmate ſouls ſecure to dwell, 
t from their ſeats your parents you expell; 
Nith rabid hunger feed upon your kind, 
) from 4 beaſt dinodge a brother's mind. 4 


That Pyebagoras carried ſuch ſcntitents 
om the Bramims, and labored to obtrude 
lem upon his countrymen; is beyond con- 
werſy 3- the pathetic perſwaſives he urged 
them in that age to abſtain from the 
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1 
feeding on their brethten of the creation, 
proved however as ineffectual then, as we 
conceive it would be in the preſent, the more 

the pity for it is to be feared we ſhall to 
the _ of ane ahnen Rise un and eat, 


kun 
that 
pur] 
feat! 
with 
ſitua 
i; th 
this 1 
Wand | 
differ 
mim 
Intell 


Regardig the deſeris tion (which Ovid 
puts in the mouth of” Py7hagoras } of th 
ancient religious facrifices, we muſtin Juſtice 
to the Bramins ſay he could not borrow it 
from them; in this particular the original 
religious tenets of the Gertaos differ from al 


the ancients, for they were ſtrangers to tholt wleſs 
bloody {acrifices andofferings; neither of HI | 
Gentoo Bhades having the leaſt alluſion to du y 
mode of worſhipping. the deity; and to 
Bramins lay, nothing but. Mo; iaſoor' himlelWerior 
could have invented ſo infatuated and crulhinig 


an inſtitution, which is' manifeſtly, ſo repug 
nant to the true ſpirit of devotion, au lr 
abhorrent to the Eter nal ONE, | 


Taat every animal form is endued, wil 
cogitation, memory and reflection, is one m, 2 
the moſt eſtabliſhed tenets of the Bromin'Mhners 
indeed it muſt confequentially be ſo, on ti 
ſuppoſed. Metempſycbeſis of the apoſtuſ ies 
ſpirits, through theſe mortal forms. — Eve, it 
ſtate of the delinquent ſpirits abode 
the eight Boboons, . RR. ſay, is a — 

umili 


(6 

humiliation, puniſhment and purgation, 
that of Mburd not excepted; and that the 
urpoſe of the Eternal oxE would be de- 
tated by himfelf, had he not endued them 
with rationality and a conſciouſneſs of their 


tuation. In the form of Mhurd alone, 
i the ſpirit's ſtate of probation, becauſe in 
this form only, he again becomes an abſolute 
ad free agent; and in this alone lies the 
difference between Mhurd, and the reſt of the 
mimal created forms, for in theſe, the ſpirit's 
ntelleQtual faculties are circumſcribed, more 
rlefs, by the varied conſtruction of the forms, 
and limited within certain bounds, which 
they cannot exceed, —that conſciouſneſs of 
joſe confined powers, and envy at the ſu- 
eror ſtate of Mhurd, conſtitutes their chief 
unſhment; that this unceaſing envy, and 
pentment of the uſurped tyranny which 
IMirdafſumed over the animal creation (from 
bdebeginningofthe Kolee Fogue are the cauſes 
= made them in general ſhun his ſo- 
„ and live in a ſtate of enmity with 

im, according to the force of the natural 
Wers, which the Eternal oNE has en- 
ed them with; that where ſome of the 
jecies appear an exception to this general 
it, it proceeds from the weakneſs of their 


ic aral powers; or the ſuperior craft and 
ny Witllity of Mburd, who firſt deceitfully 
null 
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allured them to N and deſtruction. 
That neither enuy or enmity in the animal chr 
created forms, nor uſurped tyranny on the im 
part of Mburd, had exiſtence in the breaſts ner 
of either, before the beginning of the KE 9c 
'Fogue, When a univerfal degeneracy of al. fort 
moſt all the remaining unpurified Debtah 
prevailed through all their mortal forms ther 
which until that period had lived in amit; 
and harmony, as conſcious of being involve 
under the ſame ſentence and diſpleaſure oi bo 
their Creator; and laſtly That the uſurped att 
tyranny of Mhurd over the reſt of the de ben 
linquent angels was diſpleaſing to the Eternal © l 
ONE, and will be a charge exhibited again 
the ſpirit by Bi/inoo at the diſſolution d ent 
AMburd, for that in place of cheriſhing th n 
unhappy delinquents during their fate off ic 
humiliation and puniſhment, they do, by thi 
force of their tyrannic uſurpation, abo C # 
to make their ſtate more miſerable, than th 
Eternal oNE intended it ſhould be, in viola 
tion of his expreſs 85 that they ſoou 
bee one another, 5 7 5 fery e 


The Bramins hold; has every diſtind nich 
ſpecies of animal creation have a compre 
henſive mode of communicating their idea Nrer 


peculiar to themſelves; and that the Merten} 


Hebe 


— 
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Hebels of the delinquent fpirits extends 
through -every organiſed body, even to the 
ſmalleſt inſect and reptile; they highly ve- 
nerate the bee, and ſome ſpecies of the ant, 
and conceive the ſpirits animating thoſe 
forms-are favored of God, and that its in- 
zellectual faculties, are more enlarged under 
hem, than 1 in * others. 


Although we "he already d. ew that the 
bloody ſacrifices of the ancients was no part 
of the Gentoo tenets, yet thereſublifts amongft 
them at this day, a voluntary ſacrifice, of 
too fingular a nature, to paſs by us unno- 
iced; the rather as it has been frequently 
mentioned by various authors, without we 
conceive: that knowledge and perſpicuity 
which the matter calls for ; the Ferifice we 
alude.to, is the Gentoo cpives burning with 
the bodies , their deceaſed huſbands, We 
have taken no ſmall pains to inveſtigate this 
keming cruel cuſtom, and hope we ſhall be 
able to throw ſame ſatis factory lights on this 
rery extraordinary ſubject, which has hi- 
therto been hid in obſcurity ; in order to 
nich we will firſt remove one or two ob- 
ſructions that lie in our way, and hinder our 
Karer and more perfect view of it. 
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he cauſe commonly aſſigned for the on 
origin of this ſacrifice (peculiar to the wine nil 
of this nation) is, that it war à lau conſi ſtrudt 
tuted ta put a period to a wicked practice tba po 
the Gentoos wives bad of foiſoning their buf ent 
bands; — for this aſſertion we cannot trace t 
the ſmalleſt ſemblance of truth, and indeed 
the known fact, that the ſacrifice muſt be 
voluntary, of it's ſelf refutes that commoniiWhule: 
miſtake.—It has alſo been a received opinion Whnet! 
that , the wife refuſes to burn, ſhe les berfcir 
75 (or tribe) aud is Stamped with diſgradt 
and mfamy ; 3, an opinion equally void o 
foundation in fact as the other.— The rea enc: 
ſtate of this caſe is thus circumſtanced.— T 
firſt wife (for the Gentoo laws allow bigamy vu 
although they frequently do not benefifſ&enetr: 
themſelves of the indulgence, if they han 
iſſue by the firſt) has it in her choice the 
burn, but is not permitted to declare her re, o 
ſolution before twenty-four hours after th ch 
deceaſe of her huſband ;—if ſhe refuſes, thi 
right devolves to the ſecond, —if either, afie 
the expiration of twenty-four hours, publich 
declare, before the Bramins and witneſſes 
their reſolution to burn, they cannot ther 
retract. If they both refuſe at the expira 
tion of, that term, the worſt conſequenc 
that attends their refuſal, is lying under ti pute 
imputation of beipg wanting to * og 
2 ono 
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donor, purification, and the proſperityof their 
anily, for from their infancy, they are in- 
ructed by the houſehold Bramin to look 
n this cataſtrophe, as moſt glorious to 
temſelves, and beneficial to their children : 
te truth is, that the children of the 
rite who burns, become thereby illuſtrious, 
dare fought after in marriage by the moſt 
pulent and honourable. of their ca, and 
metimes received into a caſt ſuperiour to 
err own. 1 J | | 


That the Bramrns take unwearied pains 
encourage, promote, and confirm in the 
nds of the Gentoo wives, hit ſpirit of 
ing, is certain (their motives for it, the 
netration of our readers may by and by 
obably diſcover) and although they ſeldom 
Ie their labor, yet inſtances happen, where 
ar, or love of life, ſets at nought all their 
aching; for it ſometimes falls out that the 
i wife refuſes, and the ſecond burns; at 
ters, they both refuſe; and as but one 
| burn, it ſo happens, that when the 
ond wife has iſſue by the deceaſed, and 
e firſt none, there commonly enſues a 
ent contention between them, which of 
e two ſhall make the ſacrifice ; but this 
pute is generally determined by the Bra- 
0 in favor of the firſt, unleſs: ſhe is pre- 
| Bs vailed 


- 
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vailed on by perſwaſion, or other motivey 
wave her right, in favor of the ſecond. 
Having elucidated. theſe matters, we yi 
proceed to give our readers the beſt accoy 
we have been able to obtain of the orig 
of this remarkable cuſtom. | 


Alt the demiſe of the mortal part of f 
Gentoo great Law-giver and Prophet Bi, 
MA, his wives, inconſolable for his lo 
reſolved not to ſurvive him, and offer 
themſelves voluntary victims on his fune 
pile. — The wives of the chief Rajah, 
firſt officers of the ſtate, being unwilling 
have it thought that they were deficient 
fidelity and affection, followed the her 
example ſet them by the wives of Bram 
the Bramins (a tribe then newly con 
tuted by their great legiſlator). pronoun 
and declared, that the delinquent ſpirits 
thoſe heroines, immediately ceaſed from ti 
tranſinigrations, and had entered the | 
Boboon of purification —it followed, that . 
wives claimed a right of making the ſi 
facrifice of their mortal forms to God, 
_ #he manes of their deceaſed huſbands ; 

The wives of every Gentoo caught the 
thuſiaſtic (now pious) flame. ———Thus 
heroic acts of a few women brought al 


à general cuſtom, the Bramins had give! 


( or ) 
ſamp of religion, they foiſted it into the 
2 and Aughtorrab Bhades, and inſti- 
td the forms and ceremonials that were to 
company the ſacrifice,” ſtrained ſome ob- 
e paſſages of Bramab's'Chartah Bhadt, 
\ countenance' their declared ſenſe of the 
tion, and eſtabliſhed it as a religious tenet 
roughout Indoſtan, ſubject to the reſtric- 
ns before recited, which leaves it a volun- 
act of glory, piety and fortitude. 

ſhether the Bramins were ſincere in their 
xcared ſenſe, and conſecration of this act, 
had a view to the ſecuring the fidelity of 
eit own wives, or were actuated by any 
ther motives, we will not, ern 


When people have lived together to an 
hanced age, in mutual acts of confidence, 
endſhip and affection; the ſacrifice a Gen- 
 vidow makes of her perſon (under ſuch 
affecting circumſtance as the loſs of friend 
huſband) ſeems leſs an object of wonder; 
but when we ſee women in the bloom 
youth, and beauty, in the calm poſſeſſion 
their reaſon and underſtanding, with aſ- 
ſhing fortitude, ſet at nought, the tender 
nliderations of parents, children, friends, 
the horror and torments of the death 
ky court, we cannot reſiſt viewing ſuch 
. — EF bids #57 $4 © 5ÞÞ- £1 i +: 4 an 


( 92 ) 
an act, and ſuch a victim, with tears | 
commiſeration,. awe and reverence. 


we have been preſent at many of the 
eee in ſome of the victims, we ha 
obſerved a pitiable dread, tremor, and u 
luctance, that ſtrongly ſpoke repentance f | 
their declared reſolution; but it was now Nenty 
| late to retract, or retreat; Bſinoo was wai 
* ing for the ſpirit.— If the ſelf doomed ni 
tim diſcovers want of courage and fortitud 
ſhe is with gentle force obliged to aſcer 
the pile, where ſhe is held down with lo 
poles, held by men on each fide of the pil 
until the flames reach her; her ſcreams aniſunts'« 
cries, in the mean time, being drown 
amidſt the deafening noiſe of loud muſic 
and the acclamations of the multitude.- 
Others we have ſeen go through this fie 
trial, with moſt amazing ſteady, calm, 
ſolution, and joyous fortitude. lt v 
not we hope be unacceptable, if we preſe 
our readers with an inſtance of the latte 
which happened ſome years paſt at the -h 
India company's factory at Coffimbuzaqg ſen 
in the time of Sir Francis Ruſſel's chieflhij 
the author, and ſeveral other gentlemen 
the factory were preſent, ſome of whom a 
now living: from a narrative, which ed a: 


author then tranſmitted to England, be 
no 


4 68 ) 
enabled to give the particulars of this 
oft harm * of female fortitude, 


__ fine" Ne 
« At five-of the mew in dhe morniftg 5 
e Ach of February, 1742-3," died Rhaajn 
und Pundit of the Mahabrittor tribe,” a et} 
xenty-eight years; his widow for he had but 
wife) aged between ſeventeen and eigh⸗ 

as ſoon us he expired, diſdaining to Wait 
e term allowed her for reflection, immedi- 
fy declared to the Bramms and witneſſes 


w of no fmall conſideration; all the met= 
ants of Cofſimbuzaar, and her relations, left 
aguments uneſſayed to diſſuade her from 
Lady:Rufſel, with the tendereſt hu manity, 
at her ſeveral meſſages to the ſame purpoſe; 
e infant ſtate of her children (two girls 
8a boy, the eldeſt not four years of age) 
Uthe terrors and pain of the death ſhe 


id moſt lively colouring-—ſhe was deaf to 


Id ſent her word ſhe had now nothing ta 
ar, but recommended her children to her 
rection.— When the torments of burning 
ne urged in terrorem to her, ſhe with a re- 
ed and calm countenance, put her finger 
0 the fire, and held! it there a conſiderable 


time, 


{ent her reſolution to burn 7 as the family: 


dpht, were painted to her in the ſtrongeſt 


„che gratefully thanked Lady Ruſſel, 


K 
time, ſhe then with one hand put fire 
the palm of the other, . ſprinkled. inicenſe 
it, and fumigated the Bramins. The conf 
deration of her children left deſtitute of 

was again urged to her. She replic 

be tha made them, would take rare of them, 
he. was at laſt, given to- underſtand, f 
50 not be permitted to burn *; this 
a ſhort ſp ſpace ſeemed to give her deep alli 
g, but 1. vrecollecting herſelf, the t 
Jew pe: th vas in Ber power, and that i 


n not e 140 Burn, arcor ding fo . 
r rg her caſt, ſbe would Parve ber ue 
| riends, finding her thus peremptory ai) ſtic 


—.— ved, were obliged at laſt 0 An 


1. The body of the. Fob <p was: carr 
an to the —.— ſide, early the followit 
morning. the widow fol owed: about t 

o'clock, accompanied by three very princi 
Braminn herchildren, parents, and relatior 
and a numerous concourſe of people. 
am gy Hove for her burning did not art 

offeyn Khan, Fouzdaar of Morſhad 
| 25 until after one, and it was then brougę 
| ey one of the Ka own n officers, 


- 4 The Centobs are not W to * with 
an order from the Mabommedan government, and t 
Permiffon i is commonly: made a perquiſite oh a 


45 h 
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orders to ſee that ſne burnt volunta- 
e —— The time they waited for the 
ler was employed in praying with the 


Jil | 

ame, arid - waſhing in the Ganges; as 
e oa as it arrived, ſhe retired and ſtayed for 
"he ſpace of half an hour in the midſt of 


female telations, amongſt whom was 
mother; ſhe then diveſted herſelf of her 
icelets, and other ornaments, and tyed 
em in a cloth, which hung like an apron 


4 gore her, and was conducted by her 
aue relations to one corner of the pile; 


the pile was an arched arbot formed of 


rend to admit her entrance; in this the 
y of the deceaſed was depoſited, his head 
m be end oppoſite to the opening.— At the 


gcducted, the Bramin had made a ſmall 
ee round which ſhe and the three Brau- 
oof fat: for ſome minutes, one of them gave 
ber hand a leaf of the bale tree (the 


© futeral pile) with ſundry things on it, 
lieh ſhe! threw into the fire; one of the 
lers gave her a ſecond leaf, which ſhe held 
er the flame, whilſt he dropped ?Hree times 


ee ghee on it, which melted, and fell into 
d it fire (theſe two operations, were prepa- 


y mbols of her approaching „ 


flicks; boughs and leaves, open only at 


mer of the pile to vrhich ſhe had been 


vd commonly confecrated to form part of 
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5 And gf and whilſt they Were petformin 
this, the third Bramin read to her fin 
portions of the Aug bhrorrab Bhade, and aſk 
her ſome queſtions, to which the anſwere 
with a ſteady, and ſerene countenance; b 
the/noiſe was fo great, we could not und 1 
Rand what ſhe ſaich although we were wit 155 
in a yart of her. Theſe over, [ſhe was | 
with great ſolemnity three times round ti 
pile, the Bramins reading before her; whe 
the came the third time to the, ſmall fi 
he ſtopped, took her rings off her toes a bl 
fingers;:and-put them to her other om 
ments; here ſhe took a ſolemn majeſtic len 
of her children, parents, and relations; aft 
which, one of the Bramins dip'd a lag 
wiek of cotton in ſome: ghee, and gave 
ready [lighted into her hand, and led hert 
the open ſide: of the arbor; there, all tl 
Bramins fell at her feet; —aſier the he 
bleſſed them, they retired weeping; 
two ſteps, ſhe aſcended the pile and enter 
the arbor; on her entrance, ſhe made 0 
profound reverence at the feet of the d 
ceaſed, and advanced and ſeated herſelf þ 
his head; ſhe looked; in filent meditatic 
on his face, for the ſpace of a minute, the 
ſet fire to the arbor, in three. places; obſer 
ing that ſnie had ſet fire to leeward, andt 
the flames blew from her, inſtantly. 1 


tw) 


is cane, ſeparated the graſs and leaves on 
e windward ſide, by which means we had 


jpnity, and undaunted a countenance ſhe 
| fire to the pile the laſt time, and aſſumed 
er ſeat, can only be conceived, for words 
annot convey a Juſt idea of her. The pile 
king of combuſtible matters, the ſupporters 
f the roof were preſently conſumed, and it 
nbled OT her.“ | 


TN / | 
* We fe our fair oountry-women ſhudder 


at action, which we fear they will look 
pon, as a proof of the higheſt infatuation 
b their ſex.— Although it is not our inten- 
jt we may be allowed to offer ſome juſtifi- 
tion before us—Let us view it (as we ſhould 


ithout keeping always in ſight our own 
tiets and cuſtoms, and prepoſſeſſions that 


others; —if we view theſe women in a juſt 
pht, we ſhall think more candidly of them, 


Part II. H trained 


er error ſhe roſe, anid ſet fire to windwatd, | 
a a reſumed her ſtation; enſign Daniel with 


diſtinct view of her as ſhe fat, With what 


Ion here to defend the tenets of the Bramins, 
ation ofi behalf of the Gentoo women in the 


ety other action) without | py ee and 
bo generally reſult therefrom, to the injury 


Ind confeſs they act upon heroic, as well as 
ational and pious principles : In order to this 
de muſt conſider them as a race of females 
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That their ideas are. conſequently raiſed 


purification: add to this, the ſubordin: 
dren, and of contributing by this action 
their temporal proſperity; —all theſe it m 


every common attachment which the weal 


les are in general ſo diametrically contra 
the prevailing; ſpirit and genius of our i: 
country- women, who (from a bappy tr: 


diffipation, find charms ſufficient in th 


(98 


trained from their infancy, in the full convi 
tion of their celeflial rank; and that this wor 
and the corporeal form that incloſes them, 
deftined by God, the one as their place 
-puniſhmeht, the other as their priſon. 


a ſoothing degree of dignity befitting anpel 
beings. They are nurſed and inſtructed 
the firm faith=that this voluntary ſacrifd 
is the moſt glorious period of their lire 
and that thereby the celeſtial ſpirit is 1 
leaſed from its tranſmigrations, and evils, 
a miſerable exiſtence, and flies to joint 


ſpirit of their departed. huſband, in a ſtate( 


conſiderationofraiſing the luſtre of their ch 


be owned are-prevalent motives, for. cha 
fully embracing death, and ſetting at noug] 


neſs of humanity urges, fora longerexiſten 


in a world of evil.—Although theſe princ 3 


t—It 
nal 
Wee 
Om t 
oper 
lege 1 
live be 
las, by 


of education) in captivating amuſements a 


reſiden 


world, to eagaget their wiſhes for a perpet 


( 49 ) 
dence in it; yet we will depend on their 
batural coodnels of heart, generoſity and 
gandor, that they will in future look on theſe 
their :Gentoo ſiſters of the creation, in a 
more favorable, and conſiſtent light, than 
probably they have hitherto done; and not 
leem hat action an infatuation, which res 
uns from principle. Let them alſo recollect 
at their on hiſtory affords illuſtrious ex- 
el bch Kues of voluntary ſacrifices 
y fire, becauſe they would not ſubſcribe 
nen to a different mode of profeſſing the 
me faith. Beſides—a contempt of death, 
pnot-peculiar to thè women of India, it is 
characteriſtic of the nation; every Gentoo 
keets that moment of e with a 
kady, noble, and philoſophic reſignation, 
bwing from the rainer nen of 
leit 3 A 2 

latoremrecloſe * kubiee, we llc men- 
on one or two more particulars relative to 
lt has been already remarked in a mar- 
mal note, that the Gentuo women are not 
dwed to burn, without an order of leave 
om the Mahommedan government; it is 
per Alſo to inform our readers this pri- 
de is never withheld from them. There 
me been inſtances known, when the victim 
is, by Europeans, been forcibly reſcued 
* from 


— — ?—— ́ͤ—Uw =_ * 


head to a concluſion, and faithfully, to th 


more full, and ſatisfactory relation, of th 
reſt of his doctrines.—A large field is 5 


His third book, directing the plain a 


5 — — — — — — — — 
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( 100 } | 
from the pile; it is currently ſaid and he 
lieved (how true we will not aver) that thy 
wife of Mr. Job Charnock was: by hin 
ſnatched from this ſacrifice ; be this as it 


may, the outrage is confidered by the Gen 
Zoos, an atrocious, and wicked violation 


bis 
om 


or, 
expr 
oth 
obſer 


their latred rites and privileges. 3 
Having now Wengbt our fourth genen Ae 


beſt of our knowledge (with the materials v 
are poſſeſſed of) exhibited'the original tenet 
of the ancient Bramins, according to th 
firſt book of Bramab's Chartab Bhad: 
and having in our remarks given ſuch eluci 
dations as we thought our ſubject calle 
for, we ſubmit our imperfe& work (tt 
imperfect we mult ftill call it) with all d 
deference to the public; hoping that ſon 
more capable head and hand, will be fi 
mulated by our endeavours, to produce 


left open, for the exerciſe of induſtry a 
talents. - Bramab's firſt ſection of his ſecon 
bock on the creation of this globe, wall 
the ſubje& of our next general head. 


ſimple modes of worſhip to be paid to Gol 
and the three primary created beings, 3 


i 


3 (on J 
his fourth /u6/me book, (which the Gentoos 
ommonly call Bramah Ka, Inſoff Bhade, 
or, Bramah's book of juſtice) wherein is 
exprelly recited and enjoined, the duties and 
olfces which the delinquent Debtah ſhall 
obſerve and pay to each other ; theſe two 
aft mentioned books, and part of the ſecond, 
Ive ſlay, muſt lie in oblivion, until ſome 
one, bleſſed with opportunity, leiſure, ap- 
plication, and genius, brings them to light. 


The End of the Fourth Chapter, 


—— 


II 3 CHAP. 


* 
— — —— — —— 
F Ne ara. I, — n oe ee 
— a — r —— 2 — — ESTES 
= 


— — 
—— 


LY 
— rn EY; IK 
— rele — Wn. 


| 1C. | H f A P. | V. 
Of the Creation of the Worlds, 


_ 


"my 


= 


INTRODUCTION. 


N the fifth 8 of our laſt gener 
head, Bramab recites, that the Eterni 
ONE, (after he had promulged his graciou 
intention, of mitigating the puniſhment o 
the fallen angels, at the interceſſion of thi 
remaining faithful hoſt;) “ retired inte 
himſelf, and became inviſible to them, fo 
the ſpace of five thouſand years.” —In hif 
introduction to the act of creation of thi 
worlds in his ſecond book, he takes agait 
occaſion to repeat the above mentioned pal 
ſage, and explains -it by an inference, tha 
during THAT SPACE, the Eternal o0NE wa 
employed in meditation on his intended nei 
creation ;—and although it appears, fron 
the fame ſection, that this ſtupendous work 
Was produced by an inſtantaneous fiat _ th 
| eity 


2 


158 
„ yob Bramah, to diſplay the infinite 
" amazing wiſdom of his Creator, enters 


into a ſublime, s and philoſophic diſquiſition 


e allowed the expreſſion) and manner of 
reation, in the marvellous conſtruction of 


wabouddb, or univerſe ; theſe deſcriptions, 


nd familiarly underſtood, at which the rea- 
fer will the leſs wonder, when he knows; 
at at this day it is the uſual mode of con- 
erlſing, amonglt well educated Gentoos. 


In this exhibition of infinite. wiſdom, Bra- 
dh gives a ſhort, ſimple and elevated deſ- 
ption, of each of the fifteen Boloons, their 
Ituatian, their rank, and peculiar deſtina- 
bon, with the appellations appropriated to 
de angelic inhabitants, in their progreſſive 


nemory only ſupplies us with the names of 
be ſojourners of the ninth, fifth, ſixth, and 
krenth, that is, the firſt, and three laſt of 
the . regions of purification, to wit, the 
Pheres ve the Pereeth logue *, the Munnoo 


+ Logue, ET people. 3 legue, purified 
wople, 5 


H 4 | 0 logue, 


ind deſcription, of his modes (if we may 


he fifteen. Boboons, that conſtitute the Dun 


de couches under allegories, then commonly 


ge from one ſphere to another. Our 


T 204 ) 
Jogue*, the Debtah logue f, and the Bj 
mah logue Þ ; in the laſt mentioned ſpher 
according to the Bramins computation, 
complete day is equal to twenty-eight Mu 
nunturs of vulgar time, (Vid. ſixth or ner 
general head.) 


On the foundation of Brama#'s deſcrip 
tion of the fifteen Boboons, the compilers d 
the Aughtorrah Bhade have raiſed an elahd 
rate chimerical ſuperſtructure, that confound 
the underſtanding, 


As the Bramins conceptions and calcul 
tion of the age and future duration of th 
univerſe, will be the ſubje& of our nex 
general head, we ſhall ſay nothing more 
it here, than to remind our readers, thi 
they date it's exiſtence from the rebelliou 
angels being releaſed from the Onderab. 


We again lament the loſs of our material 
which confines us to the eighth ſection 0 


, 


* Munnoo logue, people of contemplation, from mu 
or mon, thought, reflection, alludes to God's bein 
worſhipped in this ſphere in ſilent meditation. 

I In this ſphere the angels are firſt ſuppoſed to re 
gain Famer their title of Debtah, 

n this ſphere the delinquents are ſuppoſed to 
cleanſed from the pollution of their fin, regenerate 
and fit to enter again the Mahah Surgo, and to be re 
admitted to the preſence of their Creator, 


Bramab 


( 1095 ) 

,nab's ſecond book that treats only of 
creation of this terreſtrial planet, to which 
e will now proceed, premiſing that it is 
ſtinguiſhed by the title of he ezghth Bo- 
n Murto, which literally ſignifies the 
gn of earth, OY 


- 
_— ee 
& 2 
* , 


—— ä — 


—— —— — 


hs” 


Wi 


CT 


explained) ſignifying creation. 


. e er vote,” 
„e Birmabab * or Creation. 
4 11 2 ; ky II 


—-that when f 


e And it was 


Eternal oNE, reſolved to form “ 
«© new creation of the DznneabM © 
e dah, he gave the rule of Mii 

* Surgo to his firſt created Bird 

% and became inviſible to the wh *1 

e angelic hoſt. 14 f 

6c T 

e When the Eternal oN E, firſt beg © Z 

“his intended new creation of c. 

C Dunneahoudeh, he was oppoſed by ff 

« mighty Offoors fr, which proce © 1 

« from the wax of Brum's car; MW * iu 

„ their names were Modoo and Ni fat 

er 

&« And the Eternal oN E, contend" cb 

te and fought with Modoo and V © co 

« five thouſand years, and he {mh © wi 

* This title is prefixed to every ſection of Br: Reduce 
ſecond book, Birmab in the figurative ſenſe (bait: 


+ The common appellation given to giants, b I; er 
variouſly uſed in the Sha/tah, to expreis excre/con fe . 
cretion, and ſecretion. | fr ve 
1 Diſcord, enmity. 8 Confiſion, tumult. Mutlat 


« il 


(r ) 


« chem on his thigh *, and they x were 
% and affimilated' with Maurits, 


« And it was, — that when: Modog 

* and Kyo were ſubdued, the Eternal 

NE emerged from his ſtate of in- 

4 viſibility, and glory 1 him 
* on every ide! 


« And the Eternal ONE fake? and 
„ ſaid, Thou Birmab ꝗ ſhalt creat and 
„form all things that ſhall be made 
in the new creation of the fifteen 
* Boboons of puniſhment, and purifi- 
« cation, according to the powers of the 
* ſpirit, wherewith thou fhalt be in- 
* ſpired. And thou, Bſnao , ſhalt 
& ſuperintend, cheriſh, and preſerve all 
the things and forms which fhall be 
a created. And thou, Sich 5, ſhalt 
change, or deſtroy, all creation, ac- 
cording to the powers, te 1 
* will inveſt thee,” 


Reduced them t to CabjeRion, or ihedtintd : merk 
e thigh, amongſt the ancient Eentovr, was a token 
ectton. ; 

Power of creation. Vid. introduction to the fourth 
of, + | 

derer Vid. rodent tothe wür aper. 
1 deflroyer. ' V id. introduction, &c. | 


cc And 


1 
& And when Birmah, Biſtnu, | 
& Sieb, had heard the words of 


«Eternal ONE, they all bowed 
( >: 


5 The Eternal ONE ſpoke a9 
| | * and ſaid to Birmah, Do thou beg 
& the creation and formation of 
* eighth Boboon, of puniſhmentand/ 
* 6 bation, even the Boboon of My 
according to the powers of the p 
© wherewith I have endued thee, : 
do thou, Biſinoo, proceed to exec 
te thy part. 


80 And when Brum F heard 


& command, which the mouth of : 
& Eternal oN E had uttered; he ftraigh -. 
ways formed a /eaf of beetle, andi 

< floated on the beetle leaf over the il . 
face of the Fhoale ; and the child. l 
* of Modoo and Kytoo, fled bei . 
| < 
* The foregoing exordium of the general aſl *t 
creation. of the Dunneahoudah, preceeds every on, 
the fifteen ſections of Bramah's ſecond book. « | 

+ Birmah and Brum, are, in the act of creation 

nonimous terms. The 


t Suppoſed remains of diſcordant matter. 
Bramins ſuppoſed the firſt principles of things pri 
3 of the univerſe, to have been in 2 


( 109 } 
him, and vaniſhed from bis pre- 
= 1. hue 1 SY 


« Fhoale had ſablided, by the powers 


„ ways transformed himſelf into a 
% mighty boar *, and deſcending into 
« the abyſs of Fhoale, he brought up 
the Murto on his tuſks.—Then ſpon- 
«* taneouſly iſſued from him, a mz, gory 
a Nene T, and a mighty ſnake 1. 


1 And Biſinoo put the ſnake erect 
« upon the bac of the tortoiſe, and 
placed Murto uren the bead of the 
- marry | 


* And all dungs! were created and 
« formed by Birmab in the eighth 
« Boboon of puniſhment and probation, 
even the eighth of Murto, according 
to the powers of the ſpirit, where- 


9 him. 


The Gentoos ſymbol of. roman, indie in pro- 
dan to his ſize, he is the ſtrongeſt of all animals. 
The Gentoos ſymbol o 73 

The Yue. ſ 1 0 dnn. 


« And 


„And when the agitation df the 


« of the ſpirit of Brum, Biſinoo ſtraight- 


„with the Eternal ONE had en 


1%) 
= * 510 8 e And Biſinas tock upon hin 
W - | « ſuperintendance and charge of 
j „ that was created, and formed, 

ul %% Birmdb in the eighth Bobo 

3 Murto ; and he cheriſhed. and 

5 i </ervedithem, as the words of 

. R uy * Eternal ONE Wan r nol (( 
Et « imanded.” Bas © 

Er 3:59 © 2 $5 


4. 89 
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04 rt: * EM A R 6 . n 0 
24 % „ 4 i 
x N : 


TN the Gare ſublime. ellegotical:m man 

1 has Bramah deſcribed the creation of þ 
Jer X 5 And Chunder To: And the other tw 
HBoboont of the Dunnerboudab, wichout 
ctending, or aiming to dive into, and exp 
the principles of matter, or the natur 
thoſe eſſential laws of motion by which 
Deity: guides and governs his creation; 
wiſdem of Bramab has elſewhere mat 
Such fruitleſs enquiries, with the „fan 
„ folly; ; and that the kn 
ge of theſe, and the mode of the exiſ 
1 to God, is concealed even from the 
1 | primary created beings themſelves. 


4 From the foregoing ſpecimen of 
Creation of che 482 "region, as We 


; * The 1 SD + The 2 


U 

M Bramab? s - hiſtorical diſcuſhon of * 
er fourteeny it is moſt obvious, that the 
ronages which he introduces as actors in 
york of that creation were intended hy 
u to be taken only in a figurative ſenſe, 
expreſſive. of the three ſupreme attributes 
* His power t create, his power 
heren and his power 0 change or 
y as before hinted *.—For if they were 
de underſtood in any other ſenſe, it would 
relly contradict his own text, where he 
reſents the creation of the Dunneahboudab 
woceeding from the iſtantancaus fi 
the Eternal oNE; and a further proof 
Bramab's plain intention, I reſults- from 


prefixing+the. fame exordium to > cqahy of 
1 of creation... bes off rider qe 


| tas © voollthaſe 23 meaning — Poo? 
vory/(then clearly underſtood by 20) Wag, 
proceſs\ of time, loſt to the. generality of 
Gortoss, the . compilers: of the Chartab 
j Aughtorrab Bhades,' tookithe advantage 
Ich ignorance and time gave them} and 
only realiſed Bramab's three | myſtical 
u but created-alfo. a multitude of · fubor. 
* actors, and made Demi-gods and Di- 
les of them all, [inſtituting-partionlar 
\ faſts, and feſtivals, andi other exterior 


* Vid. Introduction to the fourth chapter. 
g worſhip, 


A 
worſhip, to each: Thus Surjte and Chun 
Modoo and Kytoo, and a race of their childr 
and deſcendants, became Demi-gods ui" 
heroes; and ſcorning to confine themſeh 


to the eighth Boboon, they ranſacked t 1 
fourteen, and framed divinities of the pi, 
cipal perſonages which their wild imagin 
tion ſuppoſed reſident in each of them, 


allotted to them peculiar divine worſh 
which ſubſiſts to this day. 5 


It will not, we hope, be thought an it 1 
Siodable conjecture, if we ſay, that 
allegorical parts of Bramab's Chartah Bha 
(which truely bears a divine ſemblance) be 
thus perverted or groſly miſtaken by the ve 
tribe, which he had inſtituted guardians o 
it, and being ſubſequently communicated 
the Egyptian Magi, and by them circula 
— 5 the ſlates of Greece, afforded the 
as well as Rome and the whole Weſtern wo ö 75 
thoſe inexhauſtible ſupplies of mytholg * 4 

ſtems, which held their exiſtence and M 


2 70 
aring 
rum 

cad 


thority even long after the licht of chr in. 
ler fig 
nity had ſhone upon them. But to CY 


ſume our more immediate ſubjeRt | mo 


The act of creation of the Boboon of Muſh , 1516 
is repreſented in the annexed plate Nn t. 
which (with others we ſhall have ocea Vide. 


Part II 


preſent to the reader) was drawn by the 
itruftions, and under the eye of a judicious 
Brann of the Battezgar tribe, the tribe, 


before noticed, uſually employed in ex- 
punding the Shaſtahs. : | 


Brum * is repreſented lying and floating 
n a leaf of beerle, over the troubled ſurface 
the abyſs of Fhoale; the three primary 
ings appear before it, in the poſture of 
bration, Birmab on the right, B/{noo in 
ie middle, and Sich on the left. On the 
pht, above the abyſs, is figured a huge 
ur, bearing on his tuſks a lump of earth. 
Dn the left, above the abyſs, is repreſented 
tortoiſe, on which a ſnake reſts his tail, 
aring Murto (or the earth on his head. — 
mm and Birmah are habited alike; and 
each figured with four heads and four 
bs.—The three primary beings, are ſup- 
fled in the poſture of adoration, to be re- 
wing the commands of the Eternal oN E, 
ching his projected new creation; and the 
ler figures expreſs the free gradations of 
work, namely the beginning, the progrels, 

| completion f. | 21 


ht or efence of the Eternal ovE; vide Intro- 
Kon to the fourth chapter. 
| Vide Plate No, I, 


Part II. * Notwith- 


( 14 ) 

. Notwithſtanding the ſagacious reader, þ 
a bare reference to the marginal notes whid 

we have affixed to the text of Bramah, wi 
readily conceive the ſpirit of the allego 
contained in it; yet as ſome paſſages of 
ee a further explanation than couldh 

uddled into a note, We will add the who 
interpretation of it under one connect 
view. : 


WES Eternal ONE having determined 
the creation of the univerſe, like a ſupre 
wiſe architect, he retired for a ſpace to Pre 
ject his ſtupendous plan, and prepare 
materials.—He was oppgſed in the operatic 
by the diſcord, confuſion and tumult of 
elements that compoſe the aby/s of bod 
Ehe ſeparated, ſubdued, brought them und 
ſubjection, and prepared them to receive 
intended impreſſions.—He exerts his 7 
great attributes, to create, preſerve, or deftr 
which are figuratively repreſented by the?! 
primarycreated beings—His /pirit floats up 
the ſurface of the abyſs of Fhoale, or fl 
matter,—Creation takes place. Birmab 
Creation) is repreſented with four heads a 
four arms, to denote the power of Godinthe! 
of creation. Biſtnoo the preſerveris transform 
into a mighty har, emblematically ſignify 
the Ad of God in the act of creation 


2 * 93 ” * — 


(6115 ) 
The tortoiſe myſtically denotes the ſtability 


and. permanency of the foundation of he 


zrth, and the ſnake the wiſdom by which 
it is ſupported, Theſe latter operations are 


given to Biſtnoo, becauſe the earth was the 


grand principle or parent, from whence he 
mas to draw the means for the preſervation 
of the future animal creation, deſtined for 
the priſons of the rebellious Debtah; a work 
which we may gather from Bramabꝰs text, 
mas reſerved for the hand of God himſelf, 
as they were to be endued with rational 
powers. - It may be aſked why Brum, 1s 
repreſented floating, particularly on a beetle 
,? To this we can only reply, that the 
plant is deemed ſacred amongſt the Gentoos, 
is culture is made under the auſpices of 
te $Haftah, and inſtruction of the Bramins; 
uclkan perſons are prohibited entering into'a 
helle garden, as the approach of any impu- 
fix 1s pronounced fatal to the plant, in the 
infancy of its growth. 


To conclude this general head How far 


Homer, Virgil, Lucretius, Ovid, Lucian, &c. 
tave in their conceptions of the creation, 
by means of the Egyptians} built on, and 
mailed themſelves of the ſimple coſmogony 
a Bramah, we leave the learned and curious 
to trace, —Althoug h in fact, it is obvious, 


1 2 that 


LY 


that this ancient ſage, aimed at no other 
ſolution of that ſtupendous and incompre- 


| Sp 


henſible act, than to inculcate, that the uni- 
verſe was produced by the ęſſence and vo- 
luntary. Power, ſtrength and wiſdom of Go, 
That it is pre/erved and ſuſtained by ori- 
ginal-conſtituent powers impreſſed on it by 
the Deity; and that it is liable 70 change 
and * at his divine 6 = 
will, 


wh f 


The End of the Fifth Chapter, 


\ 
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CHAP, VI. 


their conception of the age of the aeg. 
and the period of its dt Yr ion, . 


plement to his Birmahah. 75 


make one pull. 
ixty Pulle, make one gurree. 


ty gurrerr, make one complete day, or 
one day and one night. 


and fifteen en make one ſolar year. 


The Gentoos divide the complete day into 
cht parts, to which they give the term 
wr, commencing their day at fix in the 
orning;z—thos e paar dheen * equals our 
Ine in the morning; duapaar dheen, our 
don; feenpaar dbeen, our three afternoon ; 
lar haar dheen, our ſix in the evening :— 


e divifions of the night are diſtinguiſhed 


* Literally, one part of day. 
"2 dheen, 


The United duenne of computing Time, and 


From Bramah's Chartah Bhade, in the 0 


IXTY mimicks, or winks of the eye, 


ſhree hundred and ſixty-five complete days 


me word rhaat (night) in place of 


( 118 ) 
dheen, as e paar rhaat, equals Our nine at 
night; and lo « on. = : 


tut 
041 
x ye 


1 
ut it 
rolpe 
ad 18 
i Bu 
0 the 
dm 
narke 
Mon, 
gue 
lation 
Made 
Munn: 
be ſer 
zbulo 
port 
gain 
Wh 
800, oe wr 

tal ON 
400,000Fume! 


It is the province of the Bramins in this 
country to keep the account of time, and 
there is no Gentoo of diſtinction but retains 
in his houſe and on his journeys one 0 
theſe time keepers, whoſe intire buſineſs iti 
to regulate time, and ſtrike the gurrees as 
they paſs, on the Ghong,' an extended ſheet 
of copper,, which Tien the ſound of ; 
ſolemn bell. 

Cn SEES ſpaceor duration of t time 
from the creation of the Dunneahoudah, 0 
univerſe, by the revolutions of the fa 


_— 
The firſt: age, or Suttes 5, ow 


contains thirty-two lac Years (3, 200,000 

of vulgar time, or 7 | 
The ſecond age, or Tirts: Jo- 

gue, ſixteen lac, or 
The third age, or 1 


| Years. 


1,600,000 


'Zogue, eight lac, or | 
The fourth age, or Kolee fo 
Sus, four lac, or 


Exutte 


„ 
utter (ſeventy one) revolutions of the four 
wes make one Munnuntur of vulgar time, 
r years 426,000,000; | 


The word Munnuntur, is in this place 
aly applied by Bramab to ſpace of time, 
ut it is by, him frequently uſed with a re- 
ſulpect ſignification to the act of creation, 
id is ſometimes given as an additional name 
þ Birmab, as Birmab Munnuab, alluding 
p the creation being the reſult of thought 


jrked in a marginal note, ſprings from 
un, or Mun, thought, reflection; Munnoo 
yu, the people of thought, or contem- 
ation. The compilers of the Aughtorrab 
Sade derive the word Munnuntur from 
Munnuah or Munnooah, whom (by perverting 
ibulous perſonal offspring of Birmab, and 
painſt Moza/oor, and his adherents.) 

When Bramab deſcended to promulge 
ie written law and commands of the Eter- 
al ONE to the Gentoos, he at the ſame time 


lamely, the beginning of the preſent 


* Vide Introduction to the fourth chapter. 


d meditation ;—the word, as we before re- 


be ſenſe of Bramah) they make to be the 


port mighty feats' of his proweſs in war, 


late Fogue / declared, from the regiſters 


I 4 -— "ff 


— — — — — 
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„ 
of Surga, that the Dunneahoudah, was thet 
entering into the eighth revolution of th 
four Fogues, in the ſecond Munnunturp 
conſequently, according to Bramab's account 
(and if our calculation be right) the precil, 
age of it, and the other fourteen planet 
of the univerſe, amounted to, at that period 
four hundred and ſixty eight millions of years 
And if we ſubſtract the 4866 years, whic 
have elapfed ſince the deſcent of Brand 


359.134 years; at the ex 
, Brammab pronounced ain 


„ha 

N i T6 et n ce 1 

_ 6y fire fal upon the eight regions of pu pe 
niſhment, purgation and probation f. Wa 


+ Vide towards the cloſe of the fif.h ſection. 


2 cc GEM 


. 


ein 

wuld be conſtructed, was only known to the 
ETERN AL ONE,” 
The vs of the ſuperſtitions veneration 
d by the Gentoos to the numericals oNE 
HR EE has, we Conceive, been obvious 
the diſcerning reader as he travelled thro” 


never f or receives an obligation for 
eren 
ndred, a choulatd, or ten thouſand ru- 


ja thoufand and one, ten thouſand and 
Ke. The Mahommedans, in conformity 
have generally adopted this cuſtom ; 
ce it was, that the revenues ipulated 

x paid annually by Sosjahb Khan into 


louſand, one hundred, and one rupee. 


The End ef the Sixth Chapter. 


ſs ſheets. —lt is remarkable, that a Gen. 
um; if he borrows or lends a 


s, the obligation runs for a hundred and 


10 treaſury, were one khorore, one lac, 


CHAP. VI. 
0 f the Gentoo F afts and Feſtivals, Cc; 


[From the Charah ' and Aughtorrah Bhad 
* Shaſtahs. ] @ 


INTRODUCTION. 


AS the Gentoo year begins the firſt 

April, we will trace their holy d 
as they fall in turn from that day, premiſ 
that the word Owupoſs ſignifies a faſt, P 
rup a feaſt, and Pogjah worſhip, but wh 
accompanied with an offering, it is th 
called Birto Pogjah.—Poojah is alſo fon 
times uſed to lignify the — on which ti 
offer. 


The Gentoo holy days are guided by Wi rx 
courſe and age of the moon, and generate n. 
take their denomination from that, or fue oc 

| bee duties that are enjoined on ti p,,. 


\particular days, and ſometimes from 1 


( 123. 


ar, ſalt, meal and different kinds of grain. 
Firſt Holy Day, . Oupoſt. 


ated to the giving alms and benefactions 
the Bramins, as the word Obhuy imports. 


Bhad 
day, by the wives of the Bramims; it 


deemed a holy pickle, and the — one 
Gentoos uſe with their food. 


niſt 

P Second. Oupeſs. 

WB oon NEMEE , falls on the full moon 
th ri, and is ſtrictly ordained for waſh- 
ſom ; and purifying in the river Ganges, and 


Oy charity. 


Third. Oupoſs Pocjah—Purrup. 
DUN þ SUSTEE, falls on the ſixth day 


the goddeſs Suſtee, the goddeſs of gene- 


Paorah, full. 
Orun, the morning /tar, often uſed to expreſs the 


n day. 


Their offerings conſiſt of fruits, ſome par- 
war ſacred plants and flowers, powdered 


OxauT) TERT RA, falls on the third | 
of the new moon in April, and is de- 


This day is alſo ordained for making the April, 
ut pickle-called Kofſundee, made only on 


compoſed. of green manpo's, tamarind, 
ard ſeed, and freſh muſtard ſeed: oil; 


the new moon in May, and is dedicated May, 


| ration, 


(m4 ) 
ration, who is worſhipped when the urn. 
ſtar appears, or at dawn of day, for t 
pagation of children, and to remo 
barrenneſs.— On this day preſents are uſ 
ally made. by the parents to their ſons 
. and che wg moe With Aa as, 
fea 0 


"hs 


* 8 at biste Poojab 
\Dvasana.m, as the word imports, fi 

on the tenth day of the new moon in M; 
it is dedicated to the God Gunga, the G 
of the Ganges, who is fabled to have arrive 
on earth on this day of the moon, and 
this month Hit is alſo dedicated to the G0 
deſs Moonſbee Tagooran *, Goddeſs of ſnake 
and fabulous daughter of Sieb. 


Fifth. Pak 


Poox NEM EE falls on the full moon i 
May, and is dedicated to Faggernaut, (i 


nonimous with Boo.) This day is otherwiiWorts 
called from the duty enjoined on it, the m 
nan f, Jattra Þ, or general. waſhmg in Me- 
Gange and it is almoſt incredible to th m- 
the immenſe multitude of every age and nin 


that appears on both ſides of the rive mc 


* Tavgooran, prieſteſs, ſometimes goddeſs, 

+ Sman, bathing. 

t Jattra, literally ſigniſies a dance of many. 
| througho 


( was ) 
pughout | it's whole courſe, at one and 
ſame time. | 


ä 3 — — te Hee 


Sixth. Oupoſi-Purrup. 
Ruurr JAT TRA, falls on the ſecond 
yof the new moon in June; it is dedicated 
eg and Biſinoo.— On this day 
utt, or triumphal car of Jaggernaut, 
carried forth about a mile, reſts, and is 
ned on the ninth day of the moon.— 
pm the ſeventh day of the moon to the 
th, both incluſi ve, is the UMBooBISSEE ; June. 
ing which ſpace, the earth is left to 
purgations, and neither plough, ſpade, 
any other inftrument of tillage, permitted 
moleſt her. The term UMBOOBISSEE, 
ich needs no further explanation, is ap- 
edto women under the ſame circumſtances. 


Seventh. Owupoſs. 

don T EKKADUSSEE, as the laſt word 
ports, falls on the eleventh day of the 
moon in June, and is a ſolemn faſt. 
Nernaut (or Biſtnoo 18 fabled to ſleep for 
r months ;——which only ſignifies that 
tiny ſeaſon about this time ſetting in for 
months, the care of Biſinoo (the pre- 


n 


+ Hen, ſleep, repoſe. | 
ſerver) 


ſerver) is ſuſpended, as immaterial, the n 
ſecuring their crops of grain. by 
- | | X avi 
Eighth. Oupoſs. un 
PooRNEMEE, as the word imports, ill 
on the Full moon in June, and is dedie: 
to waſhing in the Ganges, and chanty to 


Bramms, 


Ninth. Oupoſe. nf 
Duabusszz, as the word ſignifies, be 
on the 7welfth day of the new moe is 
July, and is devoted to waſhing in 
Ganges, and giving alms. 


Tenth. Qupoſs-Purrup. 
EKKADUSSEE, TERADUSSEE, CHO. UN 
-DUSSEE and POORNEMEE, the elevei 

_ thirteenth, fourteenth, of the new moo 
Fuly, to the Poornemee or full inclul 
are dedicated to the Foo/na Fattra of 
en Tagoor ; but theſe are not directed by 
Sgaſtab, and are only obſerved oth the ( 
foos of the EN tribe. 


5 
be 117; 
D hy 


| AR 

. Oupoſs. 
Jux O OosTooMEt falls on the el 
day afcer the full, or twenty-third da 


+ Furmo, nativity, 


3 


or 
6 al 


ring 


627) 

he moon in July, and is dedicated to the 
h of Kiſſen Tagoor, who is fabled to 
ure then deſcended for the deſtruction of 
unkſoo Rajah, a famous Ofſpor and tyrant. 
| oþlexyed as a ſolemn tall, 


le ra 


Twelfth. . 


Lukee F Pocjab falls on the firſt 7. a 
Y in the month of Auguſt; ſhe is the 


bled to be the wife of B Mnoo, the preſerver ; 
de is worſhipped at this time on the coming 
the Paddy, the name given to rice in the 
uk. The day concludes with a feaſt. 


Thirteenth, Purrup, 
UNNUNToBIRTo, falls on the fourteenth 


xy of the moon in Auguſt, and is dedicated 
Biſtnoo with the epithet of Unnunta, or 


clue 14072 3 an offering of grain is made 
of him, and the day concludes with a 
d biet. ; 
he ( 


Fourteenth. Oupoſs. 

ARUNDAH PooJaH falls on the thirtieth 

of Augu/t, and is dedicated to Moon ſbee 

Foran (the feminine of Tagoor } Goddeſs 

[ inakes. The preciſe interpretation of 

hundab we have loſt, and will not impoſe 
+ Lukee, plenty, affluence. 


ON 


1% Goddeſs of all kinds 15 grain, and is Auguſt. 


r _ 
"3 1 — i.. — — 
8 - — — — re :, - 
: A ; _—_ = 
— W 


* 
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on our readers —Although this day is a fa 
it ends in a feaſt of the new rice, boile 
early, and eaten cold; to which effenti 
circumſtance we think the word Arundi 
given to this Pogab, alludes; but Wea 


not pt poſitive. os 
| ſ⁰ 
Fifteenth. Purrip. — 

Drvcan PooJaH falls on the ſeventli © 
day of the new moon in September, mM Pic 
continues the eighth and ninth. TI the 
eighth is obſerved as a faſt by thoſe w {lt 
have no children. Tig is the grand gener; the 
feaſt of the Gentogs, uſually viſited by a re 
Septem- Europeans, (by invitation) who are treate fon 
* by mt proprietor of the feaſt with ti bir 
fruits and flowers in ſeaſon, and are ente 9 
tained every evening whilft the feaſt la Her 
with bands of fingers and dancers. — Th be 
Goddeſs is the firſt in rank and dignity, au 
the moſt active of all the fabulous deities 52" 
the Aughtorrah Bhade, and is ſtiled th deſc 
wife of Sieb, the deſtroyer, the third of tl of t 
three primary created beings. She is as ofte gab 
ſtiled Bowannee f, as Drugab t; and fr Sup 
quently Bowannee Drugab the cauſe of ht _ 
deſcent is thus derived: God having a he 
pointed Endeer'$ and his deſcendants uni Pai 
1 Perſevering. 4 4 irtue. d Goodneſs. P: 


verb 


5 


(0 
erſal Rajabs of the world, the appointment 
was uly brooked by Mor/afoor ; he there- 
upon drew together his nee and waged 
war againſt Engeer and his deſcendants, who 
were at laſt in the Duapaar Fogue obliged 
to fly, and leave the government of the 


ſource of ravages, murders, and. confuſion. 
—Endeer, and his few adherents, were 
confined to a ſmall. portion of the world, 
from. whence, in compaſſion to mankind, 
they with piety and humility petitioned. the 
tree primary created beings to implore 


reſulting from the uſurped power of Moiſa- 
ſur, —The three beings interceded, and ob- 
tained permiſſion that Bowanzee Drigab 
ſhould deſcend on the earth, for the deſtruc- 
tion of Moz iſaſoor and. his adherents, which 
the Gentoos are taught to believe the will 
in the end effect, and finally reſtore the 
government of the world to Eudeer and his 
deſcendants, according to the firſt intention 
of the Eternal oNE. Hence was the Dru- 
gab Pogjah inſtituted, during which the 


lation, to haften that wiſhed-tor period.— 

The allegory in the foregoing recital is fo 

plain by a reference to the pos pan notes, 
vil. 


world to Moſaſdor; which proved the 


the Eternal ONE to: redreſs the grievances | 


dupreme Being is invoked, through her me- 
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that we will not affront the underflandins 


although we ſhall illuſtrate it further whe 


( 130 ) 
of our readers by offering an explanation, 


we gies a particular rn N of the 
plate Ne. 2. 


Sixteenth. Purrup. 
Dus8UMEE, or the tenth day of the ney 
moon in September, when the image 0 


'DRUGAH is caſt into the Ganges, with th I 
univerſal acclamations of the people, and i 
ſaid to be returned to her huſband Sieh. Pu he 


rification by waſhing in the Ganges on thi 
day is ſtrictly enjoined. 


Seventeenth. Oupoſs. 


LukEE Pooja falls on the full moot 
in September, on which ſhe is worſhipp«(F 
all night, during which nothing is dranl the 


but the water of the coco nut. ip te 
| | VUrra, 
Eighteenth. Oupoſß. _ ir 


KALLEKA, Kalkee or Kalle Pocjah, (tj "ies 
they are ſynonimous) falls on the laſt dM 
of the moon in September. This goddeſs A d 
worſhipped all the night of that day un * 
verſally, but in a more particular manner N 00 
Kallee Ghat, about three miles ſouth of Cs "Fm 
cutta ; an ancient Pagoda dedicated to Hin c 
there, ſtands cloſe to a ſmall brook, hi! %: 


6 | 
is by the Bramins deemed to be the original 
courſe of the Ganges. The parts of the 
Gentoo Goddeſs (like the parts of ſome mo- 
dern ſaints) are worſhipped in various parts 
of Indoſtan ; her eyes at Kallee Ghat, her 
head at Banaras, her hand at Bindoobund ; 
but where the remains of her are diſtributed 
has eſcaped our memory *.—She takes her 
name from her uſual habiliment, which is 
black, and is frequently called the S ac God- 
4% Kallee is the common name for ink. 
the is fabled to have ſprung, completely arm- 
ed, from the eye of Drugab, at a time when 
ſhe was hard preſſed in battle by the tyrants 
of the earth T.—On this faſt, worſhip and 
fferings are paid to the manes of deceaſed 
mceftors, Beſides the laſt mentioned annual 
ſtom, every Gentoo keeps the anniverſary 
f their father's death, in faſting and wor= 
hip to his manes, which is called Baap ha 
lurraadÞ, —It is worthy remark (by the bye) 
at in all Devonſhire, the word Kallee ex- 
reſſes black or ſmut : why the ſame com- 
nation of letters ſhould convey the ſame 
lea to people ſo far removed from each 
ter, we leave the curious to account for, 
Plate No. 3. | | 
The various heads which appear ſcattered over 
e plate, ſignify the many tyrants and monſters ſhe 


in conjunction with Drugah. 
| Sacred to the father. 


* Nine- 


1 

Nineteenth. Purrup. 
Ra AS T JATTRA, falls on the full 
moon in Oclober, and is continued to the 
ſeventeenth of the moon; it is dedicated to / 
ſen Tagoor Kettry.— This feaſt is univerſally 
obſerved, but in a moſt extraordinary man- 
ner celebrated at Bindoobund, in comme- 
Od ober. moration of a marvellous event which is 
| fabled to have happened in the neighbour- 
hood of that place. —A number of virgins 


met to celebrate, in mirth and ſports, theſe: 
deſcent of Ken F: in the heighth of their 
Joy, the God appeared amongſt them, and 
propoſed to them a dance, to which they 


objected, as they were many, and he but 

one; to obviate this objection, he divided 

himſelf into as many Kiſſens as there were 

virgins, who immediately entered into a c17cv 

lar dance with them, as repreſented in the 

plate NP 4. In the centre circle he is repre 

_ ſented ſtanding in a diſengaged attitude, at 

| tended by the nymphs Nundee and Bring 

hee (joys and ſports) who are making hi 
offerings of flowers and fruits. 


Twentieth. Oupo/s. 
KaRTIK Poqjab falls on the laſt day ash! 
the moon in October. — This divinity is fable 
to be the youngeſt ſon of Moiſbor (or 5!) 
A circle. § Plate N* 4. 


— — A — — - 


ai 


nd Drugab; he is worſhipped on this day 
my 04 thoſe who have not been bleſſed with 
the WW children,; and man and woman are enjoined 


Ciſe a ſtrict faſt. The word Kart, ſtrictly 

ally WW means corJecration, hence this divinity is ſaid 

an- No be the inviſible guardian, and ſuperinten- \ 
me- ¶ dant of the Gentoo Pagodas. The word allo 
1 is bmetimes ſignifies bo/neſs. The month of 

our- MI 05ober takes its name from him, becauſe 

gins in this month the Pagodas are generally con- 

the ſecrated. e 


Twenty-firſt, Purrup. | 
Novono f is celebrated on the firſt 
lu Thurſday in November, on the firſt 
coming in of the new grain of the ſecond 
Wcrop; the /ucky Thurſday is fixed in a con- 
ſultation of Bramins, and is a general feaſt, 


Novem- 
ber. 


 Twenty-ſecond. Owupoſs-Purrup. 
LuKEE PooJaH falls on the firſt Th 
dy in the month of December, on getting 
n all the new harveſt, when this favorite 
| Woddefs of the Gentoos receives a ſolemn 
Wihank(giving for all the bleſſings of the 
ear; the day is paſſed in faſting, worſhip, 
aſhing and purifying in the Ganges; at 
night they feaſt. f 


Decem- 
ber. 


+ New rice. 


1 N | . K 3 Twenty 


January. The _Koyt Caſt, or tribe of writers, at 


(134) 

Twenty- third. Purrup. 

Lok ER PoojJaH SANKRANTBEE * fall 
on the laſt day in December, when this 
Goddeſs is again worſhipped as on the la 
mentioned holy-day, excepting the faſt, On 
this day bread is diſtributed in alms, ac- 
cording to every one's ability. 


Twenty-fourth. Purrup. 


SEEREE PUNCHEMEE falls on the fift 
day of the new moon in January, and is 
dedicated to Surſuttee f, the Gentoo God 
deſs of arts, and letters.—She is fabled tt 
be the daughter of B:rmah and Birmaane: 


prohibited the uſe of pen and ink on thi 
feſtival, which are conſecrated to her for th 
day, and a ceffation is put to buſineſs o 


every kind,—Seeree ſignifies fortune, ſul 
ceſs, and is the i word of every epiſtolarþ de. 
, correſpondence in the Gentoo language. Wiſtin 


Twenty-fifth. Birto. 


ORUN Oopesx, 4 SUPTIMEE, falls on th 
ſeventh day of the new moon in Fanur 
and is called Soorjee Poojab, or wor ſhip totl 


* Sunkrantee ſignifies the laſt day in every month, 
+ Invention, contri CO ingenuity, genius. 
fi q 


9 Riſing of the dawn 


64 }: 


in; to whom offerings are made of peculiar 
fowers in the Ganges. 


ts Twenty-ſixth. Oupoſs. 
BHiM EKADUSSEE falls on the eleventh 
dy of the new moon in January; the day 
x dedicated to Kiſſen, and commemorates 
the abſtinence of Bhim, a voracious Eater, 
rho faſted on this day; he is called the 
brother of Judiſteen. Bhim is the common 
name of reproach for a Glutton, but who 
his Fudiſteen is, or what the occult meaning 
Ind real ſignification of this faſt, has ſlipped 
ur memory, and we will not ſubſtitute any 
nterpretation that is not warranted by our 
Waaterials, or from our certain and clear 
towledge. 


Twenty-ſeventh. o he. 


PoORNEMEE, or the full moon in January, 
dedicated to Biſinoo, the cheriſber. 
ating, waſhing and alms. 


Twenty- eighth. Oupoſs. 

MEBRATEER, Chowturduſſee, or the four- 
enth after the full, falls on the twenty- 
Iich day of the moon in January, and is 
dicated to Sieb, the deſtroyer, who is wor- 
lpped with faſting, offerings, and prayer 
| the night, as the additional rateer annexed 
the title of this holy-day imports. 

K 4 Twenty- 


fu | 


February. to Biſinoo the romſorter, as the word Govin 


1 
T)wenty- ninth. Oupoſe, 
GovixDussEE falls on the twelfth day 
of the moon in February, and is dedicated 


or Govindu ſignifies,” and is one of the many 
appellatives given to the ſecond of the fh 

primary created horny and he is worſhippel 
on this day with faſting, prayer, &c. 


5 Thirtieth. Purrup. 
DoE F JAT TRA falls on the Poornens 


or full moon in February, and is ſacred to * 
Kiſſen Tagoor. On this feaſt day it is that 

the Gentoos caſt the powder of a certain rei Iv. 
flower, called Faag, on all they meet; bu ir 


whence this cuſtom, or for what cauſe thi ppe 
feaſt w as firſt inſtituted, has elcaped us. dud 


Thirty-firſt. Oxpo/s.” 
BARRANEE JATTRA, or Modoo Kijinc] 
Tiraduſſee (the thirteenth after the full) fall 
on the twenty- eighth day of the moon it 
February : if this falls on a Saturday, it 
called Barranee, and if the ſtar Satoo Bis 
is then on the meridian, it is called Mala 
Barranee; and again, if the ſtar Sobo 7g! 


is in conjunction with Satoo Blſſal, it Wl 
+ Dole, a.drum; 30 * 4 | 7 _— The. 
t Ken, Kiſina, are ſynonimous with Bi/inoo, laſt fe 


allude to different attributes, | h 
3 12 i E l N g . t 2 


. 


ken they happen, it is deemed a moſt 
ly day, and is obſerved by univerſal 
fication in the Ganges, and worſhip and 


. As we, have loſt the preciſe mean- 
g and etymology of the word Barranee, 


my of the Bramins, we will not * 
explanation of this faſt. 


Thirty-two. Oupoſs-Purrup. 


n re. uxzE PoojAH falls on the firſt Thur/- 
2 in March, when this goddeſs is wor- 
> Ll 


pped univerſally, and thanked for all the 
ductions of the . all being brought 
th by this time. 


a Thirty-ſecond. Purrup. 
Js on the ſeventh day of the new moon 


tenth on the laſt, her image is caſt into 
Ganges. This feaſt i is inſtituted for the 


„N #// oft great. | 
The 45 final, concluſive, alluding to this ellis 
100, b laſt feaſt of the year, Proveditig the Gentoo Lent, - 


2 _ fame 


en called * Mahab Mahbab Barranee. 
Theſe conjunctions are uncertain, but 


Don A Poojab, and Bhaſuntee f Pogjab, 


March, and continues the eighth, ninth 


ferings to Soorjee, or the ſun. It fell out 
on the twenty-eighth of February, 


| confeſs ourſelves ignorant of the aſtro- 


March. 


Durgab Poojab above-mentioned—TheSk 


( 1383 ) 
ſame purpoſes as the other grand one, 1 
not with that prac and ee 


Thirty-third. Oupoſs. | 


- SIEB, or Sunmas * Pogjab, is from th 
frſt to the thirtieth of March, with ol 
a ſhort ſuſpenſion during the term off 


nias Poojah, is the Gentoo Lent; their pena 
ces, mortifications, and e corporal punil 
ments, have been ſo often deſcribed; \ 
will not particularize any of them, 'Þ] 
Churruck f, or day of ſwinging, falls 
the thirtieth. From this penance the thit 
caſts, or tribes, of Bramins, Bydees , a 
Koyts, are exempted by the Aughtorn 
Bhade; and, in fact, none but the very lon 
of the people go through any of the pul 
lick penances ; but, every caſt faſts a 
worſhips the twenty-ninth, the day pree 
ing the Churruck,—This ſolemn faſt is tel 
cated to Sieb, or Moideb, or Moſbor, 
Mutilator, and averter of evil; throil 
whom, at this ſeaſon, the Eternal oN 
invoked, to defend them from the influa 
of Mozſaſoor and his adherents, and af 

* Penitents. + Literally ſignifies a Mpeel- 


but the circle which the penitent deſcribes in fn 


ing round has given it this appellation. | 
+ Bydees, the tribe that profeſs the P aChich 
phyſick. 
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16139) 
A doom pronounced againſt the de- 
jent Debtab. 


Pere is a feſtival inſtituted to Rhaam, the 
or, which is entitled the RHAAM 
TRA, but the preciſe time of it's cele- 
ion we have utterly forgot. —Rhaam is 
ther of the multitude of names, or rather 
butes, given to Biſinoo, the preſerver. 


How far the origin of the faſts, feſtivals, 
ns, &c. of the Egyprians, Greeks and 
u, may be traced from the Chatah and 
whtorrah Bhade Shaſtahs, we ſubmit 
recommend to the elucidation of our 
Wincd readers, who will be the better en- 
co make ſuch an enquiry from what 


os 3 


— 2 —_— - — i 


nation of the Plate or Repreſenta lion 


7 Gentoos grand feaſt of the —_ 


Plate N 2. 


Wie repreſentation of the Drama in this 
Wu Gentoo feaſt will, we doubt not, appear 
Wine to many thouſands now in England, 
Wis a ſight that few who have viſited 
have not indulged themſelves with; 
e may take the liberty of ſaying, that 
WW few amongſt the multitude who 
have 


1 
. 


TS } 
have ſeen it could form the ſmalleſt jud 
ment of it's intention or ſignification; t 
theſe, therefore, we flatter ourſelves it wi 
afford ſome pleaſure, the having a ſubje 
explained to them, on which they ha 
often looked with pity and amazemen 
becauſe they did not underſtand it,—T} 
intention of this feaſt we have already giv 
in it's proper place, to which the reader m 
advert, under the title. of Drugah Pay 
No 15. and ſhall now proceed to the e. 
Planation of the chief perſonages in the pla 


The center and principal figure is DR 
GAH or Virtue ; ſhe is repreſented, witht 
arms, deſcending on a dragon—myſticai*: 
ſhewing the power and irreſiſtable force 
virtue, when exerted with vigor, —ohe 
crowned, one of her hands is armed wit 
Tpear, and ſhe is environed with a ſnake 
with another hand ſhe binds Moiſaſur W's: 
Evil) with a habe, and kills him by thr Nl. 
ing her ſpear through his heart, ther 
implying that Virtue's ſafeſt and ſureſt gu 
againſt vice or evil is wiſdom, of which 
ſnake, as before obſerved; is the ſymbo 
The battles * ſaid to have been fought 
tween Endecr f, and Morfafoor F, in Wi 
the latter generally proved victorious, Vi 
** Vide Drugah Pogjah, fifteenth. B 
+ Good. - 4 Evil. | Vide 


1 

i the aſſiſtänce of Drugah Bowannee, or 
pſevering virtue, implies that moral evil 
nonly be ſucceſsfully combated Ehe irh. 
Theravages,murders, and confuſion, which 


1bjel 

* e faid to be the conſequences in the world 
or i the flight of Endeer and victory of Moi- 
TW *, emblematically ſignify the fatal 


id natural effects of vice or evil trium- 


givt a | ; 

m bat, which muſt neceſſarily be attended 
pay deſtructive ſcenes of violence. Hence, 
e e r is fabled to have transformed 


ſelf, after his victory, into a mad buffola, 
e ymbol of ungovernable rage, whoſe head 


Dy ken in the annexed plate lying at the feet 
ht Diga. Although Moiſaſoor in the 


ate appears to be ſlain by Drugab, yet this 
only a prophetic repreſentation of the 


Irce 
She eh and deſtruction he will in the end 
wü fer by her hand, when Endeer ſhall be 
dak bored, and Good be predominant in the 
for Ned again, and triumph over Mo/afoor or 
thrW1l—£7:4:er being appointed by God uni- 
here l Rajah of the world, myſtically points 
gu this benevolent intentions, that it ſhould 
ich {ME governed by goodneſs and piety, and the 


legory is as obvious where, IMoifaſoor is 


ght / 6e brook the appointment f. 
1 WI | 
„ un the right of Drugab are repreſented” 


WW: livures of Sieb, her huſband, and of 


* Vide Drugah Pc3jah. + Vide Drugab Pogjab. 
| | Lufee, 


( 142 ) 
Lufee, the goddeſs of grain. — Sieb is {itt 
on a white bull, the ſymbol of purity i 
dominion ; he is environed with a fnak 
holding in one hand a Dumboor f, and 
the other a Singee r, muſical inſtruments 
uſe at all the Gentoo feſtivals ; allegorical 
pointing out that wiſdom is the moſt eff 
tual averter of evil, and that mirth, joy a 
gladneſs, are the natural effects of it's bei 
averted from us. | | 


The goddeſs Lukee is repreſented ſtan 
ing in an eaſy attitude; ſhe is crowned will 
ears of grain, and is encircled by a p 
bearing fruit, which paſſes through both bil 
hands, the root of which is under her fe 

ſhe (as all the ſuperiour Gentoo divinities ali 
is environed by a ſnake. The mean 
conveyed by this figure is ſo obvious it ne 
no explanation. | ; 


Underneath the figure of Sieb is rep 
ſented the divinity named GHuNNis Jl 
He has no peculiar day of worſhip inſtitu 
in honour of him, for this manifeſt real 
| becauſe all the addreſſes, offerings and wi 
ſhip, which are made to the ſupreme, a 
ſuperior beings, are preferred through ll 
mediation, and promoted by a prior often 


1A ſmall drum. t A muſical horn. | 
Purity, or ſincerity of heart, ; 
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d worſhip paid to him; ſo that he may 

properly ſtiled the God of offerings—He 

bled to be the firſt born of Moiſoor (or 
and Drugab; all worſhip and offerings 
Wing made through him, myſtically ſignifies 
it purity and ſincerity of heart muſt be 
burce from whence the Deity is invo- 
lle is repreſented with four arms, ſit- 
gon an altar, environed with a ſnake, and 
th the head of a 20hite elephant, the ſym- 
hof purity, riches and dominion or firength, 
ch, the Gentoos ſay, includes every 
ling, and cannot be juſtly and properly 
uired but by pure and fincere acts of 
otion to God, and good works to man 
his fellow creatures.—His four arms 
Wonly repreſentative of the power, force and 

cacy of ſincerity in worſhip and prayer. 


Un the left of Drugah is repreſented the 
ure of Surſuttee, the Gentoo Goddeſs of 
letters and eloquence, ſo fully deſcribed 
Wer the feaſt called Szeree Punchumee 
enty-fourth.) In the plate, ſhe appears 
oned with a ſnake, ſtanding in a care- 
diſengaged poſture, holding in her 
s a reed, of which the writing pens 
uually made. 


the left of Surſuttee 15 repreſented 
ol of RfaAu, the protector of em- 
| prres, 


644 
pires, ſtates, and property, already exphindi 
—In the plate, he 1s figured crowned; t 
circled with a ſnake, and riding upop 
monkey; in his left hand he holds a h 
and is repreſented in the attitude of hayix 
juſt diſcharged an arrow from it. To und 
ſtand this repreſentation, a ſhort hiſtori 
recital becomes neceſſary. —Rhaaboont, t 
ſubverter of empires, ſtates and property, 
ever contraſted with 'Rhaam in the courſe 
the Aughtorrah Bhade Shaſtah—This pri 
agent of Moiſaſoor is fabled to have f 
away with SITHEE I, the wife of Rhaa 
and for the recovery of her, that book 6 
hibits a long detail of furious battles foug 
between Rhaam and Rhaaboon with vari 
{ſucceſs ; myſtically painting the contentiq; 
that ever have ſubſiſted in the world tou 
ing empires and property, in general. Uni 
theſe the ancient hiſtory of [nde/tan and 
Rajahs is obſcurely couched.—In one 
the moſt bloody of theſe battles, Rial 
being ſore preſſed, was obliged to call ig 
an auxiliary, Hoonmhon Prince of them 
keys, by whoſe aſſiſtance he routed Rh 
and recovered his wife —Sithee; imply 
only, that /awleſs force, muſt be ſometu_ 

* Vide explanation of the Tirtah Jegue, or ke | 


age, Chap. 4. | 
+ Lawleſs violence. + Literally, property: 
. comb 


1 


combated with craft, policy, and ſtratagem, 
W of which the monkey throughout Indoſtan is 
the known emblem. — The laſt mentioned 
battle is repreſented in the plate number 5. 
where Rhaam appears engaged with Rhag- 
bun, and the attitude of Rhaam (in the 
plate of the Drugab) as having diſcharged 
the fatal arrows from the back of the mon- 
key, alludes to at battle: in the plate 
No. 5. Rhaam is ſupported by his bro- 
ther Lukkon, or fortitude, each encircled 
with ſnakes ; and Rhaaboon (as he generally 
is] is repreſented with ten arms, and as 
many. heads of monſters, which intimate 
the force of lawleſs tyranny and power. — 
Although the emblematic tenſe of the n- 
key is fo obvious, yet the crafty Bramins 
have eſtabliſhed a belief that Rhaam trans- 
formed himſelf into, and. is always preſent 
under That form; the people ſwallowed the 
leluſion in a literal ſenſe, and it is upon this 
Wrinciple, that numerous colleges of Bramins 
Ne ſupported by the people for the main- 
unance of thoſe animale, near the groves 
bere they uſually reſort; one of them is 
Wt 45024 in the neighbourhood of Culna, 
che Ganges. In the time of the Rhaam 
dir the Bramins exhibit a kind of thea- 
cal maſque, wherein the many flights, 
ad eſcapes of S:7hee, and the various ſtra- 
ems of Rhaaboon to retain her, and of 
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Rhaam to recover her, with the final battle, 
which gave him the repoſſeſſion of her, ai 
all thrown into action, and the dialoguelih 
taken from the Aughtorrab Bhade Shaftah, 
We have been frequently preſent at thi 
theatrical exhibition, and received muchplea- 
ſure and amuſement; one circumſtance at 
the concluſion is worth mentioning when 
Rhaam had recovered his wife Sithee, he 
refuſes to cohabit with her, until ſhe has 
given ſome ſignal proof, that ſhe had ſuffered 
no contamination, or violation, during her 
abode with RhHaaboon; on which (by an in- 
genious piece of machinery) ſhe paſſes thro} 
a fire, comes out unhurt, and then Rhaan 
with raptures, receives her to his arms. 


Below the idol of Rhaam on the plate ol 
the Drugab, is that of Kartik; for the ex 
planation of this faſt, ſee number twenty 
four. He is repreſented, armed at all point 
for war, and riding on a peacock, the Genta 
ſymbol of pride and oftentation, intimating 
that thoſe qualities and vices of the mind 
muſt be ſubdued, as being previouſly neceſ 
ſary to the approach and admiſſion into the 
Pagodas; he is armed as a guardian, capabl 
of defending from violation thedivinity with 
in; wherever there is a congregation of idol 

in a Tagoor Bharree *, his idol is places 

* Literally a houſe for divinities. 
oo 0 
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| at the door. —A Gentoo had within our me- 
mory an only ſon dangerouſly ill of a fever; 
be paid ſolemn worſhip, vows and offerings, 
for his recovery, not only to the goddeſs of 
| fevers, but to all the other Gods, and God- 
deſſes beſides His fon died—the father, 
frantic with grief and deſpair, ſallied out 
before day, broke open a Tagoor Bharree 
in a buzaar ſouth of the town of Calcutta, 
where Kartił being off his guard and mingled 
with the other divinities—he cut all their 
heads off; his intention was to have pro- 
ceeded round the town (as he confeſſed on 
examination) and to have decollated every 
God in all the Tagoor bharries of the place; 
but the ſecond he came to, Kart was 
upon his guard at the door, and preſenting 
his dart at him, brought him to his ſenſes, 
and providentially ſaved the reſt of his bro- 
ther divinities. 


Below the figures of Lukee and Sur/uttec, 
and the repreſentation of twodivine nymphs, 
undee joy, and Bringee ſports; they are 
both encircled by ſnakes, implying, that 
and ſports at all their feſtivals, ſhould 
e circumſcribed by prudence and vim. 


On the right between Sieb and Ghunnis, 
repreſented a boat, in which Nundee and 
Pringee are carrying Drugab to her huſ- 

1 band 
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band Sieb, after ſhe had been caſt into the 
Ganges; and in the copartment oppoſite be- 
tween the figures of Rhaam and Kartil, 
are repreſented two nymphs in a kind of 
threatening poſture, adviſing him to take 
better care of His wife another time, and 
keep her at home. 


In the centre of the arch is repreſented 
Surſuttee and four female attendants, one 
preſenting to her the palmira leaf, the ori- 
ginal paper, another a piece of wax, the 
third an ink ſtand, the fourth a pen, the 


uſe of which are all interdicted on her fel- | 


tival, and made an offering to her. The 
two end copartments Kallee and Drugab, 
each engaged with two giants tyrants of the 
earth.,—The other diviſion of the arch, al- 
lude to different paſſages of the Aughtorrav 
Bhade, which have eſcaped our memory. 


End of the Explanation of plate Ne 2. 


As we reſerve the eighth chapter or gene- 
ral head, namely, “the differtation on the 
metempſychoſis, for a third and %% part 
of this work, there remains nothing more t 
cloſe this chapter, but to add a ſhort recital 
of the genealogy of the Gentoo divinities, on 
which ſubject, as our materials are few, We 
ſhall not, we fear, afford any great ſatisfac- 


tion to the curious, as we are confined : 
= | the 
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alm | 
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10 the progeny of Birma and Birmanee only. 
re fabulous legend of the Augbtorrab 
„ Blade ſays, 


That God created tbree females, or aſſo- 
cates, for the 7Hree primary created Beings, 

To Birmah he gave Birmaanee, to Biſtnzos 

Lukee, and to Sieb Bowannee Drugab. 


That to Birmab and Birmangee were 
born two ſons, the eldeſt named Kiiſſiebmun- 
he , the youngeſt Dookee Rajah ; the eldeſt 
the Nuwas governed by a pious and laudable ſpirit, 
fel. the youngeſt by a vicious and turbulent one. 


Dookee Rajah had a daughter (but how 
the Ile came by her the legend ſayeth not) 
named Dithee, whom he married to his 
brother Kuſiehmunnoo, and ſhe brought him 
a ſon, whom he called ENDEER; he and 
his deſcendants, after the example of their 
ather K1fiebmunnoo, were truly virtuous, 
and obſervant of the laws of God, com- 


= municated to them by Birma and Bir- 
the Magnee, 

part 

ret0 


Dorkee Rajah had a ſecond daughter, 
hom he called Odichee, who was alſo 
arried to Kiſſiebmiinoo, and ſhe likewiſe 
rovght him a ſon, who was named Mol- 
oog; he and his deſcendants, after the. 
dample of their grandfather Dos4ee Rajah, 


lighting 
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lighting the precepts of Birmab and Bu 
maanee, became abandoned to every vic 
and contemners of the laws of God, 


All the benefit that accrues from the 
foregoing ſhort recital of the progeny « 
Birmah and Birmaanee, is, that thus we 
find in Endeer, and Moiſaſoor, the rooteliif 
from whence the doctrine of two contending 
principles in nature, Good and Evil, ſprung; 
that this was the ground-work of all the 
doctrines of the Bramins, after they ha 
loſt fight of the ſimple and ſublime theology 
of the Chartah Bhade of Bramab, is beyond 
all controverſy ; as the whole tendency of 
the two later Bhades, exemplify the natural 
hiſtory of thoſe two contending principled 
in the human mind, and the concomitan 
effects, they will have on 2, and on th 
government of the wrd, as they alternatelil 
happen to preſide. Hence the uncealin 
ſtruggles and conflicts for ſuperiority betweell 
Endeer and Moiſaſoor and their adherent 
which ſay the Bramins ſubſiſt to this day 
ſo well founded, was the conjecture of thi 
learned and ingenious Mr. Bayle, touching 
the great antiquity of the origin of the Mail 
nechean doctrine— nor is it at all improbabiil 
that arch heretic Manes might have 1 
ceived ſome notions of this doctrine iro 


the tenets of the Bramins, which he pe 
verte 


„ 

ed to the worſt and moſt dangerous 
purpoſes and opinions :—on the contrary the 
limplicity, with which the doctrine is pro- 
feſſed by the Gentoos, has in it's ſelf (but 
tber wiſe in it's conſequences) no ſuch ma- 
nifeſt tendency; although by their adherence 
dit, they ſeem utterly to forget the conſi- 
Weration of their original exiſtence and de- 
inquency, and the merciful cauſe of their 
ftabliſhment, in the eight Boboons of pu- 
iſhment and probation, as well as the laws 
ad injunctions of their prophet Bramab, 
Who obviouſly reſts the reſtoration and ſal- 
ation of the offending Debtab, upon two 
Imple and plain conditions, a /arcere penitent 
mpreſion of their original delinqueiicy; and an 
tonement by good wor ks, according tothe poavers 
f exertion, which God annexed te their animal 
orms—But it is not at all to be wondered 
t that they ſhould thus loſe ſight of their 
gina! fin and defection, as well as the 
deans laid down for their ſalvation ; when 
e very ſpirit of the fails and feſtivals, and 
hole conduct of the drama of the Chatah, 
d Aughtorrah Bhades, are relative only to 
We 2verimg the evils of their preſent ex- 
ence, without the ſmalleſt retroſpect to 
ar firſt tranſgreſſion, or the means of 
oning for it.— This is the ſituation of the 
Ik of the people of Indo/tan, as well as 
the modern Bramins ; amongſt the latter, 

ä if 


„„ 

if we except one in a thouſand, we give 
them over meaſure; the conſequences from 
\ theſe premiſes are obvious—the Gents in 
general, are as degenerate, crafty, ſuperſti. 
tious, litigious and wicked a people, as any 
race of beings in the known world, if not 
eminently more ſo, eſpecially the commonrun 
of the Bramins; and we can truly aver, that 
during almoſt five years, that we preſided in 
the judicial cutcherry court of Calcutta, never 
any murder, or other atrocious crime, came 
before us, but it was proved in the end, 
Bramin was at the bottom of it: but ther 
the remnant of Bramins (whom we hav 
before excepted) who ſeclude themſelve 
from the communications of the buſy worl 
in a philoſophic, andreligious retirement, an 
ſtrictly purſue the tenets and true ſpirit ( 
the Chartah Bhade of Brainah, we may wi 
equal truth and juſtice pronounce, are 
pureſt models of genuine piety that now exif 
or can be found on the face of the earth. 
And now, my friends, and moſt reſpeaal 
readers, we will, with your permiſſ 
adopt one cuſtom of the Gentoos, and 
an offering, for ſome time at leaſt, of 
pen, ink, and paper, to the goddeis 8 
SUT TEE, 6 


The End of the Second Part. 


Beenham Houſe, Berks, 
the Iſt of Aug. 1706, 
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